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Will Kenya make 

Bv Jeff Mbure ^ 



By Jeff Mbure 

With only four months to go 
before this year’s Olympic 
Gomes in Atlanta, USA, there is 
still confusion ns to whether 
Kenya will be able to participate 
or not given the team's cash 
shortfall. 

Even more worrying is how 
prepared Kenyan athletes are for 
the world’s oldest and most pres- 
tigious sporting bonanza. 

As it has become customary 
before our sports men and women 
enter international competitions, 
money wrangling is what is 
making Kenya's participation 
doubtful. 

The National Olympic 
Committee of Konya (NOCK) is 
engaged iii’a struggle with the 
Ministry of Culture and Social 
Services demanding that the latter 
declaresju financial support for 
Kenya’s participation in Atlanta. 

Last week NOCK was 
reported to have given the 
Ministry Uio ultimatum to declare 
its contribution or NOCK will be 
forced to cancel Kenya's 
participation in the games. 

NOCK chairman Charles 
Mukoro said the ultimatum was 
given after a NOCK steering' 
committee meeting last week. 

The Atlanta Olympics open 
on July 19and end of August 4. 

Mukora dismissed fears of ill 
preparation for the games on the 
part of the athletes telling 
NOCK's affiliate associations 
and the press that after the final 
trials in Nairobi, the residential 
training for the Olympians will 
be held from June 16 to July 14 
after which the Kenyan 
contingent will leave for 
Mississippi, USA, fora two \v\xk 
training session. 

The NOCK chairman 
justified the two- week training 
stint by explaining that it is 
important for the Kenyans to 
leam how to cope with the Atlanta 
humidity. 

Last year NOCK revealed that 
it required Sh 42 million to send 
the team to Ute Olympics but 
despite several plans to raise Ilia 
required target only Sh 4.5 
million has been realised so far. 
The NOCK fund raising 
programme was launched last 
October, 

Another Olympic Games 
development making news 
around the wodd revolves around 
whether or not 800 metres 
champion Wiltfnm'Kipketcr will 
run for his adopted nation, 
Denmark, or for his motherland. 

After months of wrangling 
and lobbying, Kenya has finally 
refused a request from Denmark 
to grant Kipkctor permission to 
run Tor Denmark at the Atlanta 
Olympias. 

1 Mukora had said that 
Denmark's Olympic Committee 
hnB, asked Kenya 1 to alldw 
Kipketer.io run for Denmark. 
.-The NOCK chairman 
compounded matters even more 
when he said that to run for 
Denmark at ah Olympics, 
Klpketer 'must wait for Sydney 
.Pamoa. He said his organisation 
cannot break ru^Sforthe 
convenience of Denmark. 

. Ha further explained ttaltho 
Intern ail bhai ■ Olympic 
ptimmiltee (IQC) Charter 
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'The truth shall set you free 
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it is divinely-inspired 
healing, and even the 
dreaded Aids will be gone. 
Just visit with Sister 
Miriam at Uhuru estate 
Phase 3 Gate U45D. 
Mondays to Thursdays at 
2 pm Telephone No 790056 


(John 8:3-36) 
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Kenya hnrdters sprinting for (he finish In past Olympic trials. 
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title in Gothenburg last year, his 
said that he feeis Danish and 
wants to win Denmark a gold 
medal at the Olympic Games in 
USA. 


.stipulated that a person .coiildf ' 
iWy compete for A cpimuy 


sends Club 
Games SoS 

By Jeff Mbure 

Kenya is Btill unsure whether to 
bid for ihe hosting of the 2002 
Commonwealth Games. 

This is the message being Bent 
to all sports associations affiliated 
to the National Olympic 
Committee or Kenya (NOCK) 
by its chairman, Charles Mukora. 

Ih a recent SOS Mukora asked 
the associations to put their heads 
together and agree whether the 
country should bid for hosting 
the Cbmmotuvcalth Games. 

Africa and the rest or the 
developing countries belonging 
to the over 50 states of the 
Commonwealth had the 
opportunity of hosting (he game 
what the Commonwealth Games 
Federation ngreed on a rational 
basis, according to which the 
2002 'and 2006 Games are 
supposed to bo held in AWca and 
thB Coni bean. 

Mukora asked the 
associations to come together and 
discuss the chhnccs of hosting 
the Games fnKepyn so that once 
this is done NOCK ivill then 
officially bid Tor the Games as 
. (his is achance the country should 
not, lose 

■ ' Meanwhile, Kenyan athlete, 
Ibrahim Kipkbmboi, is among 
-three Africans who -were 
. nominated to contest various 
’ • .PM* at the International Olympic 

Committee (io G).!. - 



Mediocrity hallmark of 
today’s Kenya soccer 
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AguU Lameck winner of 
10,000 metres In (he 1994 
Victoria Games 

The IOC Athletes 
Commission earfy this month mat 
in Lausanne, Switzerland, to 
study the candidature of athletes 
nominated for election to the IOC 
Athletes’ Commission and to 
reduce the number of 
nominations received to 35 This 
means that Kipkemboi together 
with 34 other candidates will 
forward to the elections in 
Atlanta! 

The purpose of the 
Commission is to broaden the 
communications between 
Currently active athletes and the 
National Olympic committees 
and to serve as a source <$. opinion 
and advice .to the. executive 
committee and the board or 
directors with regard to current 
or contemplated- policies and 


Although comedy of errors and 
mediocre performance maned 
last year’s soccer action in Kenya, 
many fodtball fans at least expect 
sdme improvement in standard 
this year, Kenya, once the 
backbone of soccer in East and 
Central Africa in the 1980s. is 
one of the weakest in the 1990s. 
The country dominated East ahd 
Central African football for 
almost a decade through the 
national team Harambee Stare, 
and clubs like Got Mahia and 
AFC Leopard. And what is 
happening now is anybody’s 
question. 

There are many accusations 
and counter accusations against 
former KFF officials, of bias, 
poor officiating of both league 
OiKi Moi Golden cup matches by 
referees, abandonment of league 
matches and violence. All these 
hallmarked' last' year’s soccer 1 
competition in the country. 

Poor perforfliar^ft 

Thonolional team, Harambee 
Stars were krtocked out of last 
year s senior challenge cup by 
host Uganda Cranes in quarter 
final while Kenyan 
representatives in last year's East 
and Central : African 
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By Ayokl Onyango 

quite early and managed fourth 
position after losing to Young 
Africans by 4-0. This lucklustre 
performance was not expected. 

Meanwhile, the three Kenyan 
representatives, Qor Mahia, 

Kenya Breweries, and Rivalex 
had a mixed fortunes in their 
weekend matches as both Gor 
and Rivatex lost to their 
opponents and Breweries won 
comfortably against the 
Ugandans. 

Faced with, numerous 
squabbles, and uncertainty, 
between players on hand and 
officials on the other hand, 

Kenyan representatives in the imminent defeat in Cup wim» 3 

African clubs championships Got Cup. Rivalex Tailed completely 
Mahia put up a spirited efforts . to click at their Kipchoge Keitf ’ 

against Power Dynamos of ' ' “ ' 

Zimbabwe and only conceded 
one goal in the 38lh minute of 
: first half. 

Qor forced 13 fruitless 
corners against their opponent. 

This was expected given fast 
fading form the leant is forced 
into since the conclusion of last 
year’s national league. 

Many observers have high 
hopes that both Gor and 
Breweries stand better chances 
of qualifying to the second round 
of 1 the CAF cup and the cup of 
.clubs champions respectively 


Even Gor coach Austin Oduw 
observed that the team playeda 
great game at Rufaro stadium, 
restricting some of the fasted 
moves by Dynamos forward 
strikers. The coach had 
confidence that second leg in two 
weeks lime will see them ihongh 

It is expected that Gor'* kff 
midfielders Allan Odhiwnbos™ , 
Tom Ochieng’ who for unknoao 
reasons refused to travel m 
Z imbabwe for the first leg 
this lime take part in the second . 
round here in Nairobi. With honw 
support, a victory for Gor u 
almost certain. 

For Eldoret’s Rivalex, only . 
miracles can save them frotH*; 
imminent defeat in Cup Winner* 

- .. . U 


Provost eyes 
bishop’s 



receives a trophy from an education officer watched by two of her col- 
a the Conclusion of the Nairobi Provincial Music and Drama Festival. 


By Jeff Mbure 

The Provost of the All Saint's 
' Cathedral, the Rev Peter Njenga 
Knriuki is among'lhe four con- 
testants of the vacant bishopric 
^»st of the Mount Kenya Soutli 
s ec of Ilia Church of the Province 
of Kenya. 

The post fell vacant follow* 
ing the forced exit of Bishop 
George Muini Njuguno over sex 
and mismanagement scandals. 

Last week the Mount Kenya 
South Diocesan Chancellor offi- 
cially closed -the nominations 
after receiving only four names 
of Ihe contestants. 

In the race with the Rev 
Njenga, are Venerable- John 
Wanjihia Gakarau, tho co- 
ordinator Of (he Fathers Associa- 
tion in the diocese and currently 
studying n( thePan African Chris- 
tian College in Rnarakn, Vener- 
able Canon David ' Njoroge 
Kamnii of Kirangnri Parish, and 
the Rev Samuel Mufuri, who is 

Turn to Page 2 



Stadium in Eldorel IwmegnM^ 
They lost 2-1 to HmouflKB 
of Sudan in a dull match. 

At City Breweries crasM» 

Uganda Electricity Board (UEW 

2-0 in tlie CAF cup firet leg makj 
a result which gives them a W* 1 
start in the return in Knmp 310 ' 
Breweries' goals came » 
second half and one was threw 
a penally. Defenders SwW 

Omollo, Musa aicno, Vi went 

Kwamla,, Festus Sirengo.ano 
goalkeeper Haggai AztfkF 
up formidable wall that held 
fast running Ugandanft 


s Moi changing political 

line w.. .«! M 


The Rev Karaau 


The Rev Mnturi 


1 fa^' ftwidcntDnni.laran 
! jf£“, 0 ’^ llisl "ndn8him- 

I 

| lhat '“only- 

: busi, ) ess to 

, Stq te House’* wee 
^ mnl 7 of the 
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By James Katululu 

Mr Kanyingi, sources said, 
wanted to arrange for a meeting 
between the PSV owners and 
President Moi. The issue of the 
installation of anti-speed devices 
in the PS Vs would have been the 
agenda! 

However, Mr Kanyingi is said 
to have been advised to raise the 
issue wiUythe Ministry of Trans^ 
port and Communications. 

. . The Kiambu Kanu chairman 
and soma. PSV owners met the 
minister, Mr Ndp’lo Ayah, last 
Monday who told them that the 
government would riot back- 


pedal on the speed' devices is- 
sues. 1 

In yet another confounding 
incident, President Moi, while 
on a (our of Narok district lute 
Iasi month, summoned Local 
Government Minister William 
ole Ntimamn before the public at 
Ntnlele and ordered him to re- 
spect Ihe rights of all people liv* 
ing in the district irrespective of 
their ethnic backgrounds! 

Tiieheadofstntcwns in Narok 
to reconcile waning clans.- who , 
were fighting over the owner* 
ship of land in Mclili locution in 
Mr Nhmama’s NarOk North con- 
stituency. 


President Moi advised Mr 
Niimama to see a reconciliation 
pace in the district and nL the 
same time invited the minister’s 
long-time political rival. Mr 
Hhroun Lempaka. (o rejoin K fin u. 

The president toured the dis- 
trict only a day after- a group 
opposed to Mr Nljixinmo visited 
Slate House, Nnkuni, where ll 
raised . issues concerning Mr 
Niimama ’s leadership. 

, Led by a retired paramount 
chief, MrLeriojikftole Nhilii. Ihe 
group reportedly accused. Mr 
: Ntiinomn of fuelling the euiinly 
between the majority Purko dan 
and their Idfimot counterparts in. 



(he district. 

The president has appointed 
a 12 membor committee of el- 
ders from nil (he clnns in the 
district to mediate whenever a 
problem occurred in tlic area. Ho 
announced (Ik formation of the 
committee during his meeting at 
Ntulcle last Thursday. 

The meeting was attended by 
top security officers, among them 
the Permanent Secretary in Ihe 
Office of the President in charge 
of internal security, Mr "W.W. 
Kimalai. 

The comm il tee will be headed 
hy Mr Nt uni . a respected M aasai 

Turn to Pdge 2 
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Former close associates of Moi 
cold-shouldered in shifting alliance 

i* rt \ ifi I — -- r« ■ 


The Rev Njuguna 


Njenga, 

3 others 
for see’s 
vacancy 

From Page I 

doing u muster's degree in theol- 
ogy in the USA. 

Tire election ofthe new bishop 
will lie on May 11, 11196 when 
llic Electoral College meets to 
conclude the exercise. 

Sources both within the dioc- 
esan headquarters at Kabcie 
Mother Church and in Nnirohi 
confided lo Target that Provost 
Njenga stands a better chnncc of 
succeeding Bishop Njugunn bc- 
causeof his wide exposure; Again 
previous provost at All Saint's 
Cathedral have ended up being 
diocesan bishops. 


The sources indicated that 
although Cation Njorogc is con- 
sidered popular with Christians 
in die diocese because of his spiri- 
tuality and development motive- 
lion. the fact that he tv ns one of 
thefivc presenters in the history- 
makingcase which farced Bishop 
Njugunn to accept early retire- 
ment, works -against him. 

It can be interpreted as hav- 
ing been n calculated move to 
oust Bishop Njugnna so that he 
can get the bishopric sent. 

Following the submission of 
the nominations to Diocesan 
Chancellor Gilhu -Muigai, the 
provincial, pane] (o approve the 
nominations must meet before 
April ! 1 , The certified list- of 
approved nominees has to be 
ready before April IS which in 
turn must be sent to the Electoral 
College before-May 5.- 
; My. sources were optimistic 
that the electoral process will 
proceed ns planned without 
hitches experienced in other 
Churchofthc Province of Kenya 
(CPK)dioc'escs recently. - ' 

For more than jy/b years the 
Kajindp DioCesa, for instances; 
has' bcetr engulfed iqVdisagrco- 
■ moms among Chris lihris telling 
' to protracted colirV. coses, flw 
•i Higli Court ordered iihe fotmcr 
1 hood of the 1 CPK, Archbishop 
. Mtmnsscs Kurin; tp’ ordnih the 
'' Rev Bernard Njorogti'ps the are a ' 
bishop butlre re tfri&l Without chr~ 

; rying out the court orUeK’-. 

.Bishop Njiigupa > tribiila- 
i -lions begnri following Ihd expo-. 
'. sura iu the press lhtrt l .ho.|ind ati 
' 'i affair with a tbpoffieinlo f FORD* 
';Asili hi the linn Arty's head: 

- qiinrtcrs in ; Muihi|l\j‘ Hpuao, 
V Nairobi. • 1 : •- ^v’ • 
,V" 
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cider, who does not subscribe to 
Mr Niiinaiuirs style of politics. 

In Kciyo district, where 
kingmaker N ichul as Bi won hails 
from, a former head of the presi- 
dcnliiil security. Mr Elijah 
Sumbciywo is said to have been 
pul in place to ■'check” the pow- 
ers of the former Minister for 
Energy. 

Mr .Sumbciywo was Inst 
uiDtiihtflccti.'dMEM'iir KcnuC'cil- 
Iral luLlowing ihe demh of Mr 
1 *hu I Ruin Cliejikok early Ibis 
yenr. 

Mr Biwuti supported Mr Gil- 
bert Lagiil for the seal. 


At the same lime, an.ami- 
Biwoii group is said to be work- 
ing overtime in Kciyo to ensure 
that Ihe "Total Mint" is shut out 
in ihe 1997 general elections. 

Sources told this reporter that 
20 strategists, who include civic 
leaders and other Kanu officials 
in Unsin Gishu arid Kciyo dis- 
tricts, had been meeting to lay 
out strategics- to “neutralise” the 
power of the former minister. 

The group lias been meeting 
both in lien township and Eldorel 
and is said to have influenced the 



Mr Biwott 

results ol tire Kerin Central elec- 
tions early lust niuiitli. I - the 
group arc influential Tanners in 
Lire two districts, top. civil ser- 
vants and Nairobi- based busi- 
nessmen. 

During the by-elect ion. Mr 
Biwott wns confronted by angry 
supporters of Mr Sumbciywo. 
who accused him of trying. to 
interfere with the by-election. 

The incident was the first of 
its kind in which the powerful 
legislator found himself in. Mr 
Biwott is often surrounded by 
security personnel and lire attack 
by the pro-Sumbeiywo group 
shocked many observers. 

Mr Biwott has been one of- 
Presidcnl Moi’s most tnistedmen 
since 1978 whan Mr Moi took 


Mr Ntimama 

over the presidency following 
ihudeaihofMzeeJomoKenynlia. 

As a Minister of Stale in Ihe 
Office of tire President after the 
1979 general elections, Mr 
Biwott worked swiftly to bring 
himself close to the power-bro- 
kers of the time, such ns Attor- 
ney-Genera I Charles Njonjo, 
who whs to fall from grace in 
1983. 

■ After Mr.Njonjo's exit, Mr 
Biwott became the president's 
closest man and has been ap- 
pearing next lo Ihe head of state 
in countless public functions. 

Even after he was replaced ns 
Minister for Energy during in- 
vestigations into Ihe death of 
former cabinet colleague Robert 
Ouko, Mr Biwott boasted that he 


h 

Hr Kanyingl 


was still a very powerful man 
and it wus only the ministerial 
flag that had been taken awny 
from him. 

It was during this lime, in 
September 1 99 1 , tliut Mr Biwott 
declared himself n "Total Man". 

My suurccs say that Mr 
Biwott's opponents are working 
for the defection of his rival, Mrs 
Tnbilha Scii, to Kanu in a move 
aimed at eclipsing Biwott’s 
power. 

Mrs Seii, of the Democratic 
Party of Kenya (DP) wns the sole 
challenger of Mr Biwott during 
the 1992 general elections' in 
Kcrio Sou tli. By presstime. Tar- 
get had not been able to readiher 
for comment. 


Back to N. a ok, Mr Ntiuui* 
who is ihe Kanu braiivh iLw 
man, has maintained a luw-f.j 
file since his public cunhoaii 
lion with the equally powxrfd 

Minister in the Of ficcofthePreu 

dem, Mr Kipkalyn Kon« 
the settlement of people on « 
Agricultural Development Cot- 
porulion (ADC1 fimn in Nakin 
district. 

Except for his appearance m 
the Niulele meeting on Thun- 
day. die abrasive Luc.il Govra. 
mem Minister had kept way 
from public functions since fi is 
disagreement with Mr Kones mj 
the Managing Director of 
ADC. Dr Walter Kilelc. 

Mr Nlimamn did nut speak 
during Ihe Niulele meeting while 
Mr Kones, who is in charge of 
internal security and provnnul 
adminiKirulion. did not make an 
appearance in Nnrok. 

Ins (end. President Moi flew 
to Boinctioinspect development 
projects after the Naruk meeting 
where Mr Kones met him. 

Along with the likes of Mr 
Biwott, Mr Ntimama has been 
one of the most powerful indi- 
viduals in the Nynyo government 
and his word is law in places like 
Narok. 


[Media training 
courses launched 


The Association of Free and In- 
dependent Press (AF1P) has 
launched mi tunbitiouN two -year 
media [mining programme for 
capacity building mid profession- 
ill ism. 

The programme involves fort- 
nightly nrediu talks, during which 
guest breakers address various 
issues nf footing the profession 
for discussion with journalists in 
lire country, mid monthly train- 
ing courses on various nspoclsof 
journalism to sharpen the skills 
of media practitioners. 

The lalks are moiiiited by 
AFIP mid the Free Press Com- 
mission (FPC) in conjunction 
with the United Slates Informa- 
tion Services (US IS). The USIS 
lias offered lire American Ciil- 
lurni Centre for use by AFIP. 

The first nrediu talk look place 


By Blamuel NJururl 

on March 15, during which Mr 
Peter Worutere, the editor of lire 
weekly Economic Review ad- 
dressed the issue of “The State of 
the Media in Kenya Today”. 

Mr Warutcn* observed that 
the Kenyan media had imidc con- 
siderable gains since the 1992 
mull [party elections but recent 
developments on mailers of me- 
dia ownership, goveninreni's 
stringent control an the airwaves 
and the proposed draconian Pi,ess 
Bills, were reason for concern 
niidconsienin(iunfor]irorcssion- 
uls. 

Tire first five-day training 
coiirse.took place on Murclt 18- 
22. The intensive course covered 
comnicntury, analytical and edi- 
torial writing and nllracted 21 



Some of the partkipaiits of the first AFIP media talk at the American Cultural Centre. 


Membership seminar 


participants from the indepen- 
dent press comprising Finance, 
.People, Nairobi Weekly Ob- 
senvr . Target the Ministry of 
Information und Broadcasting. 
Kenya Timex. East African Stan- 
tlnnl. lire School of Journalism, 
University of Nairobi und some 
nnn-govcrmtreniii I organisations 
(NGOs)ns well ns freclniice jour- 
nal isls. 

The training workshop wus 


Many successful co-operatives 
have pre-mambersliip education 
. prpgrnmihcs. Tills tnenns that all 
persons wishing to join inusl go 
through a •seminar before offi- 
cially being admitted to the co- 
dpernllyc. 

' :■ These seminars arc designed 
(i) to Introduce tjho people to the 
philosophy i principles, mechrto- 
iQS , ; And dynamics 
raopwaii vismiiuid(ii)[6niidce 
’ people 

the rirocega OfcducttiQp is. ■ . 

■ 1 ] w!# mbciy ' 
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. By Jane Martini, a project , 
secretary with thii.^CCK . 


^ in oiner wowa ttyj mombciy co^er ilint the niosi meaningful 
Bhjpso miliar. j^juabtbCboginf IcsSon about cooperntivism docs 
nitig pi n cquiitiiioHii^y^i jp„ 1 not take place in seminars bill in 

process. A* has jsafcJ, ' the . actual experience : nrtd In. 

r ediicnium is tihe ln& j.i. 1 . .. 


members should be given an ori- 
entation of the prescribed prin-- 
ciplcs knowp as the Rochdale 
Cooperative Principles, which 
govern its operations. Tlieseprin- 
ciples are: 

1. Open membership and vol- 
untary membership (open to 
those in need and who want to 

; serve); 

2 . Democratic control (one 
member, one vote regardless of 
; shares or capital Invested) and 

V management shttoUl- be in the 

hands of officers , elected heri- 
pdicnily; , 


opened by u lending columnist 
and commentary writer. Mr 
Kwcndo Opunga an associate 
editor with Ihe Nation Group of 
Newspaper*, who culled Kenyan 
journalists lo shill from the tradi- 
tional reporting of "lie said, he 
added. Ire further suid. he warned, 
he reiterated" and adopt analyti- 
cal and investigating -presenta- 
tion so that readers could undci - 
stand issues at hand better. 


pnlronizers will be refunded from 
till 9- surplus or profits on the ba- 
sis of their use of the coopera- 
tive; 

5. Goods to be sold aL current 
market rates and 'strictly on cash 
basis; 

6. Neutrality' in religion, race, 
and politics (non sectarian, non- 
panijftin. non-discriminating); 

7. Sale of pure and unadiiltcr- 
nted -goods and full weight and 
measure should be given (qual- 
ity goods, principle of integrity); 

8. Continuous education of 
members and a definite percent- 
age of ihe profits should be alio- 





QnimitoHSl-btTuphliqn . not take place in seminars bill in 3. Capital lo be nroviiM L and • defin,le P^ccnl- 

■ O^HoWrh.sjaii),: iU.mmI csptriidto : mW l„; . 


He described Ihe AFIP training 
approach us a blessing to a pro- 
fession which should continu- 
ously sluinwn iis skills and mbp* 

itself lo fast changing lechnolo- 
gies and socio-polilico| situa- 
tions, The courses are niincd at 

cnpaci ly luiilding forprufcvsion- 
ills who may not have span^ 
to specialised traimng locally*®" 
overseas. _ 


The cooperative inovt 
presenLs a viable relevant 
native because when peop 
ganizc cooperatives, they 
ally enter in the field of bw 
enabling them operate, gi 
and control their own bank* 
own consumer stores, tlwi' 
marketing and industrial t 
lishnrents, etc according w 

nceds-nnd for their benefit! 

Cooperative education 
(lie people to understand t 
they participate substantia 
the social ownership :niw« 
of lire various economic m 
lions that provide their «*■ 
needs, they can really «y° 
mocrncy. 

(The next Issue wW 1 JJ 
the organization stog 
cooperative). 
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Medical services bos 



is a dire shot Urge of puli. » 
tfjmwdMVjifciiwMn govern- 
«ni Imspilals. aciunling lo 
•'Jijiriciiuis who examined 
kAks during a free medicul 
;heck-up at lh« Mater 
Mw:riw<Bli* Hospnui during 
i 1 Nairobi National Healthy 
BaK Compclituxi rewnlly. 

Tire paedwiTK- tails, led by Dr 

DwJ Siniuyn. appealed to tire 
D-jcJorof Medical Services, Dr 


By Fred Ndung'u 

James Mwan/iu, who was the 
chief guest, id hike remedial ac- 
tion. 

But Dr Mwanzru denied lire 
sin triage. He said lire vaccines 
are normally given by UNICEF 
but the supply had been affected 
m the past by internal "develop- 
ments" at UNICEF Kenya coun- 
try office. The .shurifall never- 


Kenyans 


Kenyans arc tired of wrangles in 
churches, the Executive Direc- 
torof tltcEcumenical Centre for 
Justice and Peace, the Rev 
Jephthah Galhaka, told the faith- 
falof the National Independent 
Church of Africa (NIC A) during 
ft# consecration and enthrone- 
ment of Bishop Njeru Wnmbugu 
U flio-Kasnrani Aquarium Sta- 
%1. . 

TJteRev G athakn a s scried that 
fte.ehurch today needed leaders 
viljiqualilies as those of thebib- 
falNeheiniah lo build the bro- 
kn walls of their churches. 

He said this applied even to 
now aspiring lo be presi- 
ktu 6T this country. "It is not 
w*il we have leaders in all fronts 
oftife like Nehemioh that we can 
ttbuild.the broken walls of our 
lacs, families, country and the 
starch", said he. 

Saying Jhnt the political situ- 
a country determined the 
w style of its people whether 
religious or secular, the Rev 
wihakn charged that (lie walls 
* Wfas talking obout had been 


We offer an 
attractive 


lllclk-'rt liiis -nil,' I id'll l.kkk-d. li<.‘ 
ill ilk-d. 

In Sunny n >:n- 1 iii.iiIkt^ ,ue 

K'lllg fill NtMU'il III llren clk'llsl.i 
liidiulnr clilldivii'v giu'.slli by 
failure ol lire City Couuut elm 
ics to give growth t.iul;. flu- 
council clinic-, give uiuiln-is 
small pieces uf|>.ipcr which can 
be easily lost m il. imaged and sue 
difficull In rend. 

The Healthy Hjl.y Compeii- 
iiuiiaiir.lv ted 5tt0 babies and was 




vaccine shortage 


•.■I-SJ|.1||M>I^'I >■'. J . 1 1 1 1 1 . ■ ■ I 
Inllll-.i Hi. /(>«/, . 

I In' ,Vr Mini; iVi ipti ■■ 
M.ire-i MiM-fk'udi.i.- !!<i,|ui 
t l(ll>-| bjlij pl'ildi 111 • !• !-. 
In-ii Hit hided ul'oiEY .Hid 
Suiiir.il ciiiiliiin'.'d | .,111'llls I I 
l.tl baby is nut 
Ire.ihhy- Ul’vie babies grow 
iiK-.l- .it lull-, wliu h.ive jvu 
phiblcius iii.-liid[ngliy|Viku 
and oilier LMrilial-vasuil ii |< 
leins. 




lb Skinnsii .ol-. i ^-.l i-.,'!,., <.lu|.|i-.-|i.ire l.i*.eiil.ili>>-.- 


I- mb ■lllj.|.'ll\ _-|fllv.- 1«» £|-_-tl' 

.< .■}•]■ - •■ii'l .is • I • -tL- 'nib.il>ie 
t.l«A'"- .1 - lire •>.• I CilCl v. |l] k ill.- Mill 

l>> l .111 .1' U-t /t‘lll.1. 

I irMv.-.ui/i.i leiiu-'diliv.iiiti 
l“.-iiti'»ci .is a jMiuiLi-.]H[>ivi*Ai-eii 
il«- y.-.t-r hi nail. livtuMrv and 
im-ili.i 

ALCorJuiL- in Inin. lii-aSih i-. a 
collet live fL-.point.iliiv tli.ii 
Malls v/illi lire individual, ill-, iml 
lire role ol mic individual >iud 


pii.d. tires iiniil hist I'.- given 
|ii«'|n:r w.iu- .it m lire lorui 

o| tfk-ml i] ■ ill r i n «i i .no.! Ii'. eiene. 

1 1 | Mv.-.ui.'i-i .it! in >w lodged 
tin- .iv.i-ianc-c given l*s mi-sion 
hospu.d'. .in, j lire Ag.i Kli-ui 
Hc.dlh Services iu enliaiieing 
I is:. ill h. He uid llrese hospil.its 
Healed individuals w liuh-ln-ally, 
dial IS. [lbs sie alls, emoliuiially, 
spiriticilly and psychologic. illy. 
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By a correspondent 

broken not only in the church but 
in the whole country. 

“Wc hear of broken families, 
broken engagements, broken 
business contracts, broken 
schools and other-institutions." 
he snidnnd asked: ’Tell me which 
institution is standing firm that 
we can claim does not need re- 
building" 

Re-visiting the squabbles that 
rocked NIC A for a long lime, the 
Rev. Gnthaka said by the lime 
the'NCCK was invited lo recon- 
cile the factions, the church was 
in shamblcslikc the broken walls 
of Jerusalem. 

He snid prior to reconcilia- 
tion, NICA was collapsing, no 
talks among Ihe lenders look 
place and there were many fac- 
tions like those in political par- 
lies. The priests werC divided 
like those in Corinth and lire faith- 
ful too were divided. 

He said the consecration and 
enthronement of the Rt Rev 
Wambugu marked the last singes 
of the re-building of the NICA 
church, which now has three bish- 
ops. 

The cleric noted that among 
the three bishops, soon one of 
them wiUbe elected the church's 
archbishop in view of the pend- 
ing ret iremenlof founder Bishop 

Willie Nyaga. This will mark the 
last stages of the re-building of 
the NICA wall. 

Bishop Warn bugu's Western 
Dioccsc comprises Nairobi, Cen- 
tral and Rift Volley. 

The Rev Galhaka told the 
faithful that the biblical 
Neheroiiih was the cup-bearer of 
the Persian king, a man of action 
who had courageously asked 
permission from the Emperor lo 
go and help rebuild the broken 
walls of Jerusalem. 

He said Nehemioh 's qua! it ies 
included listening to the necdsof 
the people, receiving their re- 
ports attentively and was on their 
side as they cried for being ex- 
ploited by llwir leaders socially 

nn/l rtrftrtrtinir*nUv/ 






The death trap in a city estate... playful children have drowned in this quarry in the past 


The long ruins are with us and 
Nairobi's killer quarries have 
started filling. One such quarry 
is at the Kenya Railways grounds 
next to the sprawling Dandora 
Estate. Nicknamed Kmmiii, it 
clnims at least two children cv- 


£ Y ' ' 


Death quarry of Dandora 

ciy year. There are fears Hut it dogs. cuts, nnd chicken. 


could be hurlioiiring sonic dead ly 


Mrs Mary Muua is n hitter 




suukes and oilier reptiles which woman fur the qunny reminds 
may have been responsible tor her of the disappearance of Iter 
the disappearance of pels such as ten -year-old son two years ago. 

~H A schoolgirl’s 
% ' f winning pose 

Njqgl captured this Moi 
Avenue Primary School 
^ girl ill action during the 
■ Nairobi Provincial Music 

i ~ and Drama competition a 

: -p. i few days ago. Shp will be 

fe' tional event at Lenana 
High School next week. 


fv7’ * ■ >y* 
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The. boy Imd teamed up with 
other children for a swim. His- 
heud stuck in the mud and could 
not come out olive after diving in • 
the quarry. 

“One wonders why after so 
inuny years when these quarries 
were dug. nobody has ever 
thought of the danger they pose 
lo people especially children, as 
llrey continue to remain open," 
Mrs Miinu says as she appeals to 
those in authority lo see to it that 
such quarries are t il led with soil 

■•'ll 

"Ou r son was a Standard Four 
pupil and had just finished doing 
his fin id oxainiuiiiiatis. We were 
confident that once lire class re- 
ports were out he was treaded for 
Standard Five. However he be- 
came a victim of fate." she suid. 
The boy died on November 15. 
1994. . 
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I Yes, Politicians shouldn’t 
play politics with lives 

m a »h, i i ian ’ bU Kanl1 < i !lairrn “ n Kitria Kmyingi led liundrcd, or 
kS w" T ri -' JCC !. ms ,ltt! 'I™' 1 ™™«ling devices oi the 

Kangd, Stadiuinlwo weeks ago. he was playing popular poliiks 
TK- m .,„ reason given was Ll„. d,e gadget w« K » 
expensive for Ihe malam operators to afford V 

The nniL-of the Sh 50,000-70,000 speed recorders was iusr an 

■Start' , K . lmyinsi usc ' d 10 allr “« trariorral and speeineally 
Kianibu district alien) ion to himscir. y 

H wou,d havc «P«ted ihe man who noi long ago 0 |,an- 
doned spanners and greasy overalls for Llircc -piece suit s and sleek 

srsr™ bc,kT ,hn - - i*- “ 

II is on record that Kenya ranks iunong ihe lop in [lie lisi or 
countries with the worst road Mi ties i„ die worid lUsalso no 
Mcret that the majority of fatalities on our roads arc caused by 
drivers of public service vehicles. y 

^ n, "rl em 1x5 caf »™ndcJ f„ r its belated rcgula- 

'■ lhis *«■ - rav » ^ nr 

fro, . n ,oss of Kfc- ‘be cumulalivc loss iu terms or I 

af ! d n. ro .P crl y over the lasr ten years must be in 
wores of hilhuns ol shillings. I 

Speed tills and Mr Kanyingi knows the gist of this belter Ilian I 

f in . Uie u arca of motor veliiclc mechanics. Mosi of 

peeing m ^ hlghWays i,,volvin B ‘be PSVs area result of I 

^ Sladium fiathcring of the matalu people 

Snchfn^S ’ W WaS re * )orlcd t0 havc Promised to 
?5f_ [ f “ V n8 bcLwecn ^ President and the public service 

II ,s ° urassum P tion ‘hat the inlen lion was to have 
he mandatory speed recovers regulation waived. 

Whether Mr Kanyingi met the president over die issue or not 
t neither here nor there, What is certain is that the presided is 

etemincdlocurblhecxcesscsofUiematatunianiaonourroads I 

u? 1 . 1 * ‘sccnamly the case going by the firm statement by the I 
finistcr for Transport and Communicaiions, Mr Ndolo Ayah I 
fter h 1S meeting with representatives of malam operators Iasi 
fonday in the presence of Mr Kanyingi. I 

The message was categorical: '‘No politician will be allowed I 

P ay J2 lllcs w 111 lhis issue Cof s P ecd recording devices) as the I 
^cs of Kenyans were at slake tlirough traffic accidents.” ' I 
This iff as it should be. Indeed, the sooner politicians are made I 
realise that they will not just gel anything they want, irrespec- 

of 1,5 and d «niagc to the country, ihe easier the I 
ivernuncc of Lhis country will be. I 

.™ c "£« I . hnl 1 R j caha l °f favoured politicians can get away I 
ilh anything including favours which .arc only of benefit to I 
tMTtselves but damaging to the country at large, should be laid 
rest. There are no two ways about that. I 

Uiild abuse alarming 

riyans should be a fanned by the widesp read reports of physical I 
i sexual abuse of children countrywide. Indeed, sources witliin I [ 
i non-govcmincntaI\ organisations dealing with children say I 
t tiie reported incidents are a tip of the iceberg. I 

Lost October, the African Network Tor the Prevention and I 
itcction against Child Abuse and Neglect (ANPPCAN) whose I 
nyan Chapter ishc/dcd by lawyer Lee Mutlioga, organised a I 
ating for the concerned NGOs which Tell that the existing I 
ional laws are notadequnto lo stop child abuse nnd especially I 
Id sexual exploitation. [ 

Law enforcement officers were cited as being involved in the | 

-or up or sex tourism industry in tounst hotels. The meeting, 
rd that paedophiles found it cheaper to pay for sex with child L 
prostitutes inclusive of a large bribe to police officers in Kenya [ 
than to pursue sfcmilai 1 activities in their own countries. J 

Lamented Mr Muthoga: "When presented with facts, ihoy I 
(police) say: 'These arc domestic issues; wo don't get involved. I 

Tourism is a multi -billion shilling industry In ihiacountiy. Rut I 
if Some tourists come hcae to engage in sex abuse or our children. I 

then they should be.cold they are not welcome. I 

It cannot be ruled out that die' widespread incidents of sexual I 
abuse of children are not related to die reported sex tourism. I 
I Tourists travel s!! over the counuy and if they engage in child I 
prostitution in connivance with some police officers, then the I I 

moraL.yofour society is tlircatcped as the uickic down effect will I 

be felt sooner than wo can imagine. 1 II 

Jfburlaws arc Inadequate to protect children from pacdopltilcs. 1 1 
then the Attorney Generali Chambers sliould get cracking. |« 
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Rows: Top 
officials blamed 

The wrangle* in Kuichu K.mu 
branch continue imnhaied. The 
situation has been aggravated by 
the fuel that the "coup leaders” at 
the branch have been confirmed 
by Kami headquarters ns bona 
fide officials. 

The siiumkiii is demoralising 

because when Mr Joseph 
I Kninotho (secretary general) con- 
vened a rccoiiciliniory meeting 
of 300 delegates he stressed that 
the meeting wns purely to recon- 
cile the wnrring factions. 

Mr Kainotho/ told the del- 
egnles who waited fresh branch 
election that the parly consliiu- 
Jion strictly allowed seven clays 
notice for election, u condition 
which had not been fulfilled. 

This prompted a heated de- 
bate and Mr Kamotho wns heck- 
led by rowdy delegates, forcing 
him lo leave the venue hurriedly. 

h is ubsiird lor Mr Kamotho 
to confirm the "coup plotters." 
who had earlier called him iin 
opposition mole. 

Kniiii activists from Relgut 
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Kirwa disturbs hornet’s nest 


Chcmngiini Member or Parlia- 
ment Kiprum arap Kirwa has 
since joining nutiomii politics 
spoken out his mind without fear. 

Lnsl Thursday lie did just that. 
He accused the president of many 
things. Going through the con- 
lenis of ihe statement he read to 
the press m Parliament Building, 
one gels the feeling that the man 
must have had smile agonising 
nights More lie chose lo speak 
out. 

It took a lot of courage, under 
the Kenyan .situation, to say whul 
lie said about n not-so -accom- 
modating head of slate. 

But then. Mr Kirwa is not any 
other Kanu functionally. He is 
young, educated, uncoiruptcd 
nnd unniesmerised hy those who 
wield power. 

Did Mr Kirwa sin against uny- 


aixl Kipkelion constituencies are , ^! rWa sil1 “gainst uny- 

no w demanding an explanation 7 >dy by . luni,, i? ‘he world know 
from the party headquarters, fail- lhl! h,; l!> ^uWcniig in his 

nre or which mass defection to 0WI1 t0l,!rtll,lcnc y ? 1 do ,lQl ‘hink 
opposition parlies is imminent. S0 L. . . . 

I 111 1 Inmcliil.ir ill, I I. . i: 1 


Kanu activists Wycliff 
Slongok, Jonas Maritini, 
Chemlran Motingwong, 

Ch erlro Matindany and Mrs 
Elizabeth Rounh, Hornet, 

Gender partnership 
should be goaf 

There hiis been a gradual shift 
from women in development to 
gender in development, thanks 
to n rccogniiioti of the need for 
pnrincrships in development 
circles. 

A lot of this hoi to do with 
gender sensitisation ijtui hnsbecn 
taking place in the last decade or 
so. culminating in last year’s 
Beijing women ,- s conference. 1 

The shift from "women” to 
“gender" in development is in- 
tended to reflect (lie changing 
roles nnd stains of women and. 
men that are socially determined, ' 
rather than assigned on biologi-: 
cnl hasis. 

. Tills being the case, one won- 
ders why women in this country 
see it not worth the while to in- 
vite men their wurtslmps' 
and sei'ninon, . 

lX*vc|opmeni is pariner.- 


ccrtain individuals, making his 
work a* a people's representn- 
live difficult, the MP was within 
bounds. 

Nobody, irrespective of sm- 
uts. litis Ihe right to make life 
difficult for another. This is what 
those who arc now calling for Mr 
Kirwa ’s blood should realise. 

Condemning the law maker 
just because he attacked his col- 
league in Kami who happens to 
be president is being paranoid. 
He did not lash out at President 
Moi hccnusc he is president but 
because he is inierl'ei ing in his 
workol representing Cheraiiguni 

voters.. 

The detractors o! the outspo- 
ken MP should know that free- 
dom of expression is also the 
freedom to dissent. Unless they 
want lo tell Kenyans that the 
total iuirian status of yesteryears 
in which the individual was 
merely aivnxlrumcni at the-di.s- 
P*v»nl ol die .state for use in what- 
ever way. they should keepemo- 
tions out of die issue. 

My own wish is that there 
^ould be a few more Kirwas. 

Were that the case, we would be 
"loving j„ t| ie right direction. 

... 0,1 keeping on - 

Mhc.shimiwu Kirwa. 

Onesmus Ohango, 
Nairobi. 


»i«ie lor Use m whm 

The legislator did what he did ever way. they sliould kecnemo 

within the bounds of law. The lions out of the issue, 
law guarantees him the freedom My own wish is that there 
of expression, assembly and should be a few more Kirwas 

■5S5 ■ ■ Wur ° lhi " case, we would be 

, Chcrongimi MP is a ratio- moving j n u ie r i s | ]t dj rcclion 

mil man l and us sueh endeavours "Keep 0!1 keeping on" 

to do whm is right and good. In Mheshirniwu Kirwa. 
coining out in the open iu tell hi» 

electorate and Kenyans at large Onesmnv ni, 

that the head nr state is. through ^robl 

The relevance of Easter season 

- 5J2S ZZ ,iK 

meaning. , T JMin 0,11 Noughts are 

Sacrifice offered in the past * ,luru 

served ns « iainiwrory cover for p»id it n||i y Pi,ld ’ Jtfsus 

sin and could not ho compared in v , i 

value with the permanent s«cri- ^1' d,cd P a y ‘ho 

fiee or Jesiis Christ. The old sac- ESSV? -“T %,ns ’ “ r ° r llw 
rifice .could not cleanse man’s u f 

conscience. . . . . 1N L,l *nial life through 

Ajwfocl sacrifice tiHild only lmMo,lrLoilJ "‘Kuinans 

lw found in the reality to which p" , , r u • 
tho temple sacrifices pointed - with ' chri racu 

Jesus Christ the Messiah. wJnfii W ? 1,Vcs on ' "f 

Man’s deep needs „re hoiful- . ,s sokJ ‘ a)uld «ui !«* 

filled from either religious activ- H '*'!'? ,W ‘ sw,UCc 

Hy or sacrifices, in the ie„tple or H ’ Sf * CW,id nwl d ‘ JS,r »y 

«tty Other physical ceremony u m C ° U,d nul ,M1,d 

1. 1 L . ... it tsfiumiliiv ili n i mni> 


... . ,' r inis need. • • . . . >iiiu uevjls; 

^sliip. win miirrin^c iiml pencilling, h ^ ^ '».<*« min . 

mmte II *nlmi fUhu--. : -Niiiiicr nwq, .i ^tiour l|m ' 1 A,ofc »!“ "'•hi f/ienj. 

' V *> , Nairobi 


Attorney General Amos Vi 
sliould not he surprised thi 
standards of the legal profo 
are falling alarmingly. 

I say he shunld not be 
prised because he is pari 
parcel of n system that, ihro 
die so-called 8*4.4 cdimiM 
tern has condemned pupils 
their parents to be like po 
thatched grass liouscs whirl 
in rain water to fall on tl 
sleeping inside nnd that way n 
a mess of everything. 

Our institutions of hij 
learning are churning out a 
il I iterates prone to corruption 
ninicrin] possessions. 

Is the Attorney General r 
corned nboul the uncouihness 
Inck of civility among the op 
tors of the public service 
hides? Have the touts not h 
lo school? 

These arc the products of i 
society, products of our edn 
lion system. They are grain 
of our automated iiisiiluikmt 
higher learning which lun 
recognise inlclleciiialism. 

Tliut defect, Mr AG. is behi 
t he retrogression of stuiidadsf 
only among products of the Li 
School but elsewhere. 

We ils a country needtoiclo 
m_ the harm we have done 
several generations and d«i 
whether we want the same 
continue. 

AfUtto 

Politiciansgrai 
plots in Borne 

It is on record that landgwl^ 
in Botnet Municipality h 
readied mi alnrming rate- * 
grubbers include influviitialp 3 
tic inns and Provincial Admin 
truliou personnel. 

For instance, an admin^ 
lion olTicer has grubbed M pk 
while u councillor lias gnu* 1 
six plots. Patriotic Kcny«i 
should demons mile againsi 1 
monstrous activity. 

The local leaders h»w • 

. coin plained, about this woay it 

issue because they loo lw vC 1 
efiled from the imjnsl nfloedt® 
Why should such an ugly 
lion have escaped tlw cyt» M 
■ears of the govermneiil ■ 


furgrt, April 1-15. 1*1% 5 
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The Rev Musyimi leads Ihe memorial service. From left nre the Rev Giitu, Prof Nthumbiiri (third left), Mr Kamau 
and Bishop Mbognri. 


tk. contribution of Bishop 
Stinky Booth-Clibbom to the 
pflwth of the ecumenism in 
Kenya will be remembered for 
nuy years to come. 

This was the consensus of 
paninent ecumenical personali- 
ties who joiued other Christians 
doing a thanksgiving service for 
the life and ministry of the late 
bishop at the Old St Andrew's 
Qiuich, Nairobi, last week. 

Among those who partici- 
pated in- the service wvse well 
blown church leaders such' as 
ibe Rev John Gatu, a former 
NCCK General Secretary,. Mr 
John C. Kamau, Bishop Johann 
Hbogori, Professor Zablon 
Nthamburi, the Rev Mutava 

Lempaka 
won’t abandon 
FORD-Asili 

By.Jame8 Katululu 

i 

.P6rd-AsUi national treasurer 
HmjunLempakasays he has not 
found any reason lo defect to 
Kritu as advised- by President 
Moi recently, j 

The RORD-. A official said he 
bad not “even- considered 1 '- the 
p**nt’ s advice “since tlte rul- 
fotparty still has the same syco- 
| Pnwts who made me desert it A- 
■ t ndveiu of political pluralism 
i a 1991." • 

Mr Lempaka said he would 
W abandon FORD-Asili despite 
TO tact that the party was em- 
wofled in leadership wrangles. 

. sa * d President' Moi had, 
Jhue addressinga public rally at 
in Narok district, invited 
wnuoiolij Kanu “so that we can 
■ w te 8«th«/’What is thUihat 
supposed to be eating?" 
.Mr Chmpika asked.- 
rw saia tie was commilled to 
tdoals of the opposition and 
w never even thought- of re- 
JJ"* Xan u- despftwhe many 
FQolemacurrently afflicting his 
P 81 ^ and the opposition at large. 

A long lime political foe of 
^Oovenjment MinisterWil- 
“V” ole Ntlmama, Mr Lempaka 
Zr . P^ple of Narok North 
wnshtuency were theonly ones 
j™ could advise him on his 
Wilical a tand“andnotiiidividu- 
politica Lrejects 

BrU* President Moi was 
ph his advice, he would 
pcraonaiiy spoken to him 
offering "fo feed him 
baraza,” ■ 


By Jett Mburo 

Musyimi, the NCCK Genera! 
Secretary, the Rev Fit/. George 
Mngomere and Ihe Rev Wicliff 
Bnlongo. 

Bishop Booth-Clibbom who 
died on March 9, this year, in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, aged 72. 
was the Anglican bishop of 
Manchester city. 

Mr Kamau described the late 
bishop ns a colleague and friend, 
recalled how Ihe late clergyman’s 
approach to the problems facing 
Kenya at the height of the Mau 
Mau rebellion mode him to be 
considered a rebel by other 
church leuders^comixiscd largely 
of conservative whites. 


He snitl the Intinching nf The 
Rock , which the laic bisliup 
founded nnd continued to L -dit, 
hud a major iinpnct in interpret- 
ing Christian messages not only 
in Kenya but in the whole of East 
Africa. 

"The paper's banner head- 
lines loudly proclitinicd ihut 
Kenya was ready for undiluted 
democracy of- one mult, one 
vote,” Mr Kamau staled. 

The Rock later became Tar- 
get with a sister newspaper serv- 
ing Tanganyika under the name 
oiLcngo. 

Under the directorship and 
editorship of Bishop Boolli- 
Clibborn, the two publications 
were highly respected nnd widely 
rend. 


The lute bishop was educated 
and ordained in England before 
coming to Kenya ui 1 95fi in work 
with the then Christian Council 
of Kenya (CCK) which Inter be- 
cunte the NCCK. 

The Rev Musyimi and Bishop 
Nlhainburi recalled that the fate 
bishop's work in lltc Council, 
along witli the Rev Andrew Hake, 
helped the CGK to hove its input, 
making the Christian faith un-. 
dcrslood in Nairobi coffee 
houses, trade unions, industries 
and detention camps. 

The two church lenders said 

Bishop Booih-Ciibbom'sknowl- 

edge of the working of the Brit- 
ish Council or Churches was in- 
strumental in thcstiirling of many 
effective, NCCK projects and 


programmes. 

'* Anybody who still remem- 
bers St an Icy in N :ii robi will 
liordly forget some of the out- 
standing nnd somewhat uiuisu.il 
events in the history of the 
NCCK, dike luncheon meetings 
and Riblcsiudics that tookplucc 
at Race Course Road rooms now 
occupied by Singer Sewing Ma- 
chines (Anicdo). People of nil 
walks of life were invitedns guest 
speakers or participants in dis- 
cussions which were conducted 
freely mid issues thoroughly ex- 
pounded. 

“To the young on-coming 
Kenyan elite both Christian and 
non-Clirisltun. Stanley was a 
God-sent ambassador and great 
friend,” Ihe Rev Musyimi and 


Bishop Nilui in bur i stated i n their 
tribute lo the bishop. 

In his short sermon, the Rev 
Gain, a former moderator of ihe 
Pi esbyterian Church of East Af- 
rica (IK-’EA), told the congrega- 
tion of. how Bishop Roulh- 
C'libburn invited the late James 
Gichuru lo a church leaders' 
meeting in Kikuyu and Die occa- 
sion turned out [obentos! memo- 
rable because the nationalist cor- 
rectly predicted the future of the 
church in indcDcridcnt Kenya. 

Mr Ciicliuru hod said that, al- 
though the church had bee ti tried 
and was undergoing great trials, 
it was bound to survive and re- 
main strong after Kenya became 
independent. 

See obituary on Page 10 


What not 
to say at 
the pulpit 

..IL. Dl. OAih-MuBlil 



Leaders should be 
role models to flock 

Church- Leaders should avoid By S0th MUSLSl 


There are some things, especially 
the very intimate ones, which 
should not be said at the pulpit, 
says the director of Commuiiica,- 
tion -Unit of the NCCK/Mrs 
^Martha Mbuggtts. 

To -illustrate what she was 
saying she gave the example of a 
woman -who got converted after 
living a life of- prostitution for 
years. ^ “During testimony-giving 
time, this woman narrated how 
btfd she wos-and started naming 
the menshe hod been romancing 
with, all of whom were present 
in the church, saying even Baba 
so-and-so who you see here was 
my frienclf 

Mrs Mbuggus was address- 


By Seth MusiSl 

mg a seminar for church lenders 
ri LinUiru Conference andTrain- 
ing. Centre on "Effective Com- 
munication”. 

Shesaid the way the message 
had been conveyed by that 
woman was an aspect of com- 
munication (confession) that had 
not been clearly articulated .to 
her and her likes. It was only 
after the damage was done that 
the pastor warned (lie church not 
to repeat that kind of testimony. 

She said the importance of 
timing in conveying a message 
cannot be minimized. 


Mrs Mbuggus 


Mrs Mbuggus- said ■ church 
leaders should communicate 
Jesus Christ together with any 
other message irrespective of 
whether, they are preaching, 
counselling, comforting, encour- 
aging or even disciplinitig or re- 
buking. 

She told the four-day work- 
shop that language could some- 
time distract communication 
sinceitchanges with time. “There 
is always a high level of abstrac- 
tion ns. we convey messages so 
that we .select certain words to 
convey particular message and 
we sometimes end up misusing 
language,” Mrs Mbuggus said. 


Maathai still waiting for Wako’s 

, , . , p» o* « . , r front the courts but wo have rt 

More titan a-forlnighl since writ- By.Staff fQportar ^Medlvbeeu infonned that w 


More Lltan a-forlnighl since writ- 
ing to Attorney General Amos 
Wako seekingaudience over for- 
est alienation, Prof Wangnri 
Maathai is still waiting for the 
response. 

She is planning to write a 
follow -op letter on this issue and 
the privatisation of open spaces 
in many parts of the country. 

On March 22, this year, the 
coordinator of the Grefcn Bell 


Movement and an inteniaiion- 
ally acclaimed conservation lob- 
byist requested an audience with 
the Attorney General in an open 
letter that said in part: “We have 
made efforts -to raise awareness 


front the courts but we hnve re- 
peatedly baeu infonned that we 
have no locus stnndi and that you 
are tho person with the mandate 
lo protect public properties- for 
tlte present and i]te future gen- 
erations”, 

Prof Maathai said she wns 


on the need to maintain a quality ■ much interested to explore with 


environment by protecting for- 
ests and open spaces. 

“Wd have sought guidance 


the A-G why his office hnd stood 
by and watched as unscrupulous 
members oTihe society comin- 


Cliurcli- Leaders should avoid 
dictatorial tendencies over.their 
flock, a former director for Y outh 
Desk with the NCCK, Mrs Mar- 
garet Mbaya, told a seminar re- 
cently al-Limum Conference and 
Training Centre. 

Mrs Mbaya said chuicli lead- 
ers had been called to the minis- 
try of Jesus Christ and were ex- 
pected to distinguish theinselvos 
from the worldto be emulated by 
their flock. 

The participants who in- 
cluded 43 deaf church leaders, 
were told that selecting leaders 
in the church without using ma- 
nipulations was another good 
example of- not conforming to 
the world. 

She said it was disheartening 
when some pastors earmarked 
certain key. positions in their 
churches for their favourites ex- 
pectiug reciprocation of total loy- 
alty from them. 

Saying that pastors and 
church -loaders in general were 
free to appoint any person to 
hold nny post in the church, Mrs 
.Mbaya discouraged the linbit of 

response 

ued lo enrich themselves with 
public resources mid deny atlicrs 
the- right lo n quality environ- 
ment. 

Another issue which the 
Green Belt Movement co- 
ordinator is keen la explore with 
the A-G is ways nnd means of 
retrieving nil public land and re- 
sources and to agree on how the 
remaining resources will be pro- 
tected. 


choosing persons whom they 
perceived lo be close to them. 

"There are occasions when a 
pastor will feel thalhis flock wns 
resenting him," she said, “and it 
is incumbent upon- him to re- 
examine himself as if may turn- 
out that probably their needs, 
whatever they may be, are not ^ 
being addressed.” 

She said if peace. arid har- 
mony were to prevail in churches, 
pastors were expected to encour- 
age team-work where everybody 
felt liis or her contributions were 
accommodated and this went a 
long way in enhancing the deino- 
cratic ideals which- the church 
articulated 

Mrs Mbaya,-whose topic was 
"Leadership, " said church lead- 
ers were expected to be account- 
able to the flock and God and to 
be rational all the time. 

She criljcised leaders -who 
failed to understand that they, as 
human beings, had their own 
limitations and therefore vulner- 
ablcto ridicule likeeveiyone else. 

Saying* that Christians had 
been called lo become servant 
leaders, Mrs Mbaya who is now 
in consultancy reminded than 
that theirs was nnonerouBduly to 
lead the children of God towards 
the kingdom of heaven. 

While Christians had im- 
mense responsibilities before 
them where they were expected 
to carry out certain functions 
voluntarily, Mrs' Mbaya warned 
that they could not expect to be at 
peace with God by shirid ng these 
responsibilities since God does 
not use idlers. 
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Security tightened around Zulu’s King ZweHthini 


% 
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President Mandela 


Zulu king Goodwill Zwelithini 
is under increased police protec - 
lion following intelligence re- 
ports that hardline right wing el- 
ements in Souih Africa could kill 
him and plunge-lhe Zulu nation 
into civil war. 

South African Police Com- 
missioner George.Fivaz rein- 
forced police protection for King 
Zwelithini at his palace- near 
Nangoma in Kwa-Zuiu-Natal, 
the traditional homeland of some 
8 million Zulus, 


By a correspondent 


On March IS. the king hosted 
peace talks that were called by 
South African President Nelson 
Mandela, with the aim of defus- 
ing the long running feud be- 
tween supporters of the Inkatha 
Freedom Party (IFP) under Chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi who is 
the .arch-rival and antagonist of 
King JZwelithini. The king and 
his supporters back Mandela's 
African National Congress 


(ANC) party. 

The rivalry among the fac- 
tions within the Zulu nation has 
cost the lives of some 20,000 
people in the last 10 years. These 
include an estimated 2S0 police- 
men killed in the lasL 18 months 
alone. 

News repons of President 
Mandela’s peacemaking jefforts 
in Kwa-Zuiu-Natal emphasised 
the negative aspects such as the 
jeering and the discordance that 
Mandela fated when he ad- 


KS NICA bishop 


dressed nearly 2,000 traditional 
rulers gathered in one of the 
king’s houses near Nangoma 
palace. 

President Mandela'smessage 
*o the protagonists in the trouble 
torn region was simply; “You 
don't have to kill to put your 
point across." 

political analysts in South 
Africa say by going to Kwa-Zulu- 
Natal in a fighting -mood, 
Mandela has shown that he can 


take a difficult bull by the hr-. 
Many people in Kwa-Z^ \i' 

laI ,hou 8ht Mandela, had ^ 
glected their conflict* which 

100 ^ 

Mandela himself said 
lo think. ThepresidentseeifyjJ 
at foe end of foe tunnel ufo. 

solving the violence in Nm. 
concerned. - IBS 


American 

scholar 

Mystery still suixounds ihedeath 
of Prof Rodney Belcher, the 
American orthopaedic surgeon 
guiwetf down as ho arrived for 
wo* outside his clinic at ‘Old 
Mulago Hospital. Kampala mid 
last-month. 

Initially, police said Prof 
Belcher. 64, considered "the fa* 

iherof oithopaedics ,, (bonemedi t 

cine) in Uganda was the victim . 
of car robbers, but it has since 

emerged thottheremayhavebeen 
sinister political motives associ- 
ated with his murder, 

His death comes in the wake 
of a spate of violence directed I 
against civilians by rebels in 
northern Uganda- At least 200 
civilians have died, as a-result 
since the bfeginniAgof last month. 

On March. 15, the United 

Slates embassy In Kampala sum- 
moned more than 100 American 
citizens' living and working -in 
Ugandato update them on secu- 1 
rity- issues following the. cold 
blooded murder of Prof Belcher. 

Embassy spokesman Xu lie 
Niokeb said the meeting was 1 
convened "to sort out the facts" I 
related to the murder of Prof. J 
Belchor. "We did not want them l 
to depend on rumours. 11 i 

Prof Belcher’s Nissan Patrol 1 1 
was discovered in -a Kampala 1 
Suburb, two days after ho was } 
Wiled. Ms Nickels rend out the : c 
noledihcovered in Prof Belcher’s 
car thattoaid in part “We did not 
intend \6 ML. We did not need c 
thoioar..;' 1 \ 

Some sources in Kampala 2 
said the Idll ers were an unknown ^ 
group opposed to the. support ‘ a 
given by the American govern- F 

menttothegoveramentofUgan- ,o 
• daf, £ esid * nt Yoweri Museveni, li 
Prof Belcher, a Bahai, .was P 
-buried at the Bahai House of .* 
Frith on KikayaHfojustoqtside 
• Kampala, in -ateordaiyj* with *> 
. vBshai t enets that a dead body la 0 
Wl to bo iran*p6rled oii a jour- 
' ^exceeding whour,- , ju 

, Among mouxnert was Ugan- b 
r ^Vice-Pre«ident,DrSpecioza h 
.®’* | frgeopr Who was a ; 
cemversmaentof ProfBCl 
* Minister James 

-v "Jwtunibk who posthumously 

; ' ; P^B«Jdhcr.*he tiUe * 

ConaultArit of the- 


challenges 

colleagues 


The Church is called by Jesus 
- Christ to proclaim liberty to the 


By Seth Muslsl 


Bishop Wambugu. challenged 
Christians to question, their moral 


.... V4COICUI JJIO- 

cescuheRtRev Njeru Wambugu, 
has exhorted. 


w - — ' I E nuu 

tary of NICA., have died of Aids. 

I In his accantanop cn^h , He said his had been ajoumey He said the church should • 

I Kasarani Aquatic Stadfo^™ full of anx!et«s,. frustrations, re- monitor what kind of education 
cenlly the Wshon Raid rh r 0 ° bfltrca and sometimes “><* Christian teaching wa&im- 

mdUvm waStohl d |-£f ^ hopelessness, asNICA had been partedontheyouth."Whydowe 

w«e those sC rHggbng with the leadersliip and have so many unemployed 

and economic svstems^Sn* ™ aiia 8? inent crisis openly mani- youths? Is it really their mistake 

^ well as fested m 1 992 when the church pMhal of nation planners? Wliat 

, Ha pledged US leadhis church ™ th ™™ into two warring ' 

injoirat\g other churches in pro- Ha IliankerUhe founder natal ak Xw f 

claiming freedom Id all people,,, bi»liop,theR|RevWiUieNya g a, 

■ toococniryhy advocating^," form„™i„ g i ntim aandi„vii «™af w S 

removal of all hipdranL that ‘"8 the NCCK offloiala who "i' T h U ‘ C ' rl "‘ ? he 

made man vulnerable to sin. brought about a reconciliation ThI • i 

Tlio clergyman, advised die The new diocese, coven Cm- ?.' b 

diureh lo guard against. false. uid.NairobioKlRiftValley.prav. (AIPCM 

hood. 'There are many loaders in iocesendaceordi^toiheSp, 

|h,« country who preach patio- u was toast developed, had low- N|^(NICA Emhul1^^™ 
tram, hut they sell open lies, ere- « number of congregations sad 

ate propaganda that makes people IteJoweat number of trained and ricTvand Af ' 

fearful and even steal- Aom die ^od prleats, WaitoofAre*Tl™r,‘h’ 

°" «“ “Nr diseasa, Aid,, .J^*"**-** 


^ r-HVM pUU IU“ 

lum, but they tall open lies, cre- 
ato propaganda that makes people 
fearful and even steal- from the 
govonynentuMtitutions and bonk 

.that motley- in their foreign ac- 
■counts." he said. 

"Con-the church of Jesus Glirisl 
challenge the leadership we have 
which does not care for its citi- 
.Mns?'’ asked the prelate. Hassid 
:thal Ihe church' should encour- 
age Christians to vote oWy for 
pepplo who will cany the idfeals 
.of the nation, guarantee distribu- 
I lion of resources. Alleviation of 
poverty aqd .light for a society 
.with morql fritegrify. 

. For this 1 jb happen it will be 
necessary j£j r the ohurehto.edu- 
0^ its pwjple through regular 

rCivieeddddUonsolhactheycoiild 

’imdersfand how to choose good 
.leaders'who will.glve Ihe nation 
hope and vision.- 



Bishop Wambugu reads his acceptance speech at! 
Kasaranh 


Sniffer dogs donated to Rwanda 

TU. n. - ^ 
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20 dogs -whichhave been trained 

10 w country is cdhjidered one vast 

a beinvoNedin midfield. Rwandahasmwefoan 

» tliTi ; 8 T programra P w b«h 300 amputees as-a result. Many 

v«^ impIe,nBntedbya P rU ot b* ra have died from mine re- 
vale company called RONCO. bled incidents. 


. --p mnen 

» being implemented by a pri- 
vate company called RONCO. 
The companyhsa previously car- 
ned out demining work in 
Mozambique. 

In Rwanda, landmines and 
ihe smaller anti-personnel mines 
were Uberally planted by mem- 

u ^ d ? feated “my; and 


He noted -that just as it. re- -ment into the entire demi 

quires specialdogs to guide blind in Rwanda is 

SL 5 , 

are particularly suitablttfor the *J° n ' mC - 

hilly Countryside ihat is chor^. dozenr ‘ specialised ctoUung 


Atieast a dozen out ofihe 20 
dogs aredn the country. The De- 
partment .of Defence in Wash- 
ington has given these- dogs ’at 
toast six ta 10 weeks of tnuning. 
The dogs will receive a flutter 
eight weeks of training while in 
Rwanda Jointly with- their- han- 



: He asked nftli^nh., i, • ■ ' - ^ U,,iai Mwoialed with the- re . i 1 ** 11 ° f Gaining while in lhatit * indeed a landmine 

■teJE! 1 »“nw- Kiroeof foe tote BresxdentJu'rend ?, Wanda J oin ^ with their- han- 

S come and Habyarimana, : both- during Ite ? ers ?' ho .members of- the n ^ -originated from 

• what WUl lm? Q6d ’ ^ war in fob early *90? and Rw8Pda 5fi gn,m * ^ US Depwtmentof 

■ ■^SBaasaat; . sssssstt 


■ rr---— -V vuiiouiwiuj llic 

hilly Countryside that is charac- 
teristic. of Rwanda, They will 
WpHc where other -equipments 
like bulldozers -may be’entirely 
unstlUable. ,, ‘ 

. Once a. dog- detects a sus- 
pected landmine, electronic de- 
vices may, then be used to verity 
thatil is indeed a landminej 

The. dogs .originated from 
Belgium. The US Department of 
Defence acquired the dogs from 
the, breeder for about US dollars 

4 HAa • fm .1 


other equipment. - 

Meanwhile, the maiw 
director of Zimbabwe Del 
Industries,(ZDI) Colonel E 

has den iedrccentnews repo 

Europe which claimed that 
babwe whs a majpr produc 
landmines in Eastern and St 
ern Africa. Tlie ZDI is > sU ' 
iary-of the Ministry of Dof* 

Colonel Dube emphas 

: that “-no Iandmines-are mad 
• the ZDI. We have invited 
! Red pross and the United 
tions (UN) to verity the ftcl 
-. said in a recent interview. ■< 
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Business News / Analysis 


Liberalisation ‘not new’ in coffee industry 


The coffee industry has always 
been liberalised and recent senti- 
ments that the industry should be 
liberalised are based on misin- 
formed premise. 

Coffee Board of Kenya’s 
Public Relations Manager Paul 
Kivila says that even before the t 

advent of liberalisation, the gov- 
ernment let farmers run their af- 
fiirs freely at primary level 
Ihrougli co-operative societies. 
The fanners arc free to elect of- 
ficials and c|ioq9c millers and 
agents of their choice. 

He says the CBK has no hand 
in bow the societies arc run or 
how officials are elected. 

MrKivila says that CBK docs 
not sell coffee; It merely receives 
coffee from fanners’, agents, then 
channels it lo locnl licensed deal- 
ers — coffee brokers — who 


By Fred Ndung’u 

then auction it every Tuesday. 
CBK has been doing this for ihe 
last 60 years, he snys. 

Regarding delayed coffee 
payments which in the past have 
demoralised fnrmers leading to 
neglect and uprooting of the crop 
iu some parts of the country, Mr 
Kivila snys statutory require- 
ments indicate that local buyers 
must pay within seven days after 
auction. The CBKpays fanners’ 
agents 14 days after auction and 
as such delays should not be ex- 
perienced. 

He feels that agents should 
have by now educated formers 
on the procedure of the sale of 
their coffee. He snys there sliuuld 
be a statutory reguirenienl to 


force agents in pjy tanners in 
lime. 

Act-urdiiig lo Mi Kivila. ihe 
CHK hits Uil.cn a step further m 
liberalisation where a dircel >,r 
ouisidc pool system of auction- 
ing has I seen iiitruditcedi 

lu the tradition pool system 
ail coffee is graded and sold in a 
pool over lime hut in the direct 
system coffee from large mul 
small scale farmers is suld di- 
rectly out side the pool. Here 
fanners arc given choice. 

The CBK has also ]iccn--cd 
four commercial millers, Mr 
Kivila snys and cautions llmt fur- 
ther aspects of liberalisation for 
the industry should tv under- 
taken in ii well-thought out man- 
ner given that coffee is u strong 
pillar of Ihe economy. 


t ’ottee e.itii\ Keny.i i lu%v to 
Sh 15billniii.mriu.illy. third high- 
c.t earning In mu loiirr.ni a ini tea 
re spec lively. 

A task force appointed in el- 
lest a workable and etlcclivc 
hlreralisatiim mid priv.ih-.atnui 
has received siiggesiiuns lur Ihe 
appoinlmeiif of mure coffee bio 
kers and a review ul Lite Cuftee 
Aei Cap W. 


In ihe past CBK hns Iven 
accused nriuing inept in its mar- 
keting strategies in spile of du- 

duclingiipcr icnlufciiffcc funn- 
ers‘ gross revenue “iisiensihly" 
for marketing; this figure 
niiitiiinied in Sh 1.2 billion in 

1W5. 

Tile huied lakes nnolher ml 


levs of 5 per vein. 

Hul Mr K.ivila denies the 
board makes the it per cent de- 
duction insisting that f TtK mar- 
kels cut lee ell’eelieoly. "a fault 
evidenced 1^ luck ol a carry- 
over slock." 

He says k’BK deilncls unly 
three per cent levy from tanners 
urn lout ot that anioimL 65-70 1 >ei 
cent is used on coffee i e search at 
the Coffee Kescrch Foundation 
in Riiiru. 

Recently the CHK hosted a 
group ul’ lietgian visitors, ft mu 
Ihe Benelux region, ail iiupoilani 
consumer o I Kenyn’se«il fee. This 
was also a matter of ciilicism 
with a critic saying Licit CBK 
sliuuld not wait lur miii>rs' tips 


on h> >wio inipiove it. marketing 
strategies. 

Mr Kivila says the eriticism 
was iiulounded.ind uncalled tor 
because il is the business prac- 
iice world over bn inamifaciiit- 
cis to seek feedback from con- 
sumers and this is exactly what 
CBK was seeking from the Bel- 
gian team. Such feedback could 

boost business operations-, the 
CBK ollkt.ils says. 

I le says the coffee iudiisU y is 
undergoing a revamping utter 
being dilapidated by 
■‘opportunist Ms" who saw easy 
money ui il m the past. 

According to him. moil farm- 
ers who li:ul neglected oi de- 
ployed ilieir crop are now relia- 
bililniiiig it. 


Sweden 
to launch 
Church 
Coffee 

By a correspondent 


A new brand of coffee, manufac- 
tured acebrding to ecological 
metliods and just is to be launched 
this year. 

The project is backed by the 
Chtirckof Sweden Environment 
Protection Group and (he coffee 
to be launched will- be called 
“Church Coffee". 

"Wc estimate that about 100 
ions of coffee arc consumed 
within the Church of Sweden 
annually/’ says Dtln Melnnderof 
the Environment Protection 
Group. 

The coffee will be imported 
by-Sackeus, an ecumenical im- 
port agency partly owned by the 
Church of Sweden Mission, and 
Church of Sweden Aid 
(LuilicrhKIpen). The intention is 
also that the coffee is to be marked 
with asymbol indicating that just 
methods have been employed in 
its production, a type of declara- 
tion which the church,- among 
others, is busy formulating. 

"Tliere arc to be no slnvc-like 
employment conditions in the 
coffee plantations. Human dig- 
nity has to be observed in its 
production," says Dan Melander 
with regard to the. criteria re- 
quired for "Church Coffee" 

It is also important that the 
production is ecological. The aim 
,1s that the. coffee must.be "re- 
quirement specified". i.e. fulfill 
n 1*1 of specified requirements 
oranecotogicahtRiure. If this is 
to be possible Ihe roasting-house 
ted |h 10 ^"requirement speci- 

• “I hope, for eximiple, that the 
diocesan centres, which buy large 
quantities of coffee, will be abte| 
,'W ilelerinine what grades of 
-. grinding and ronsting they re- 
quire," says Dan Melnnder. 

The venture into coffee is part 
of ecological review which is 
now befog carried out within 
... -Church of Sweden through the 
-Enyiro|nmen(. Proteolioh Grdup, 
, - , Thc.tiext venture being looked at 
is the jnarke(irtg 6f an etofogical 
l ; cpmniunidn wine; 



jme Gardiner; SoJheby's expert on early 17th and 18tl, century decorallve arts, lecturing lo Ihe Institute's students In one of the auction rooms. 

Aunctioneer offers advanced degrees 

. _ Mu Hm* I/aIaaii hJtul.f / jJi- P/iiiuih'V the world luiiiic of the conlvm- meter uduc nlion ns well as - 


The world's oldest mid largest 
■ international auctioneer, 
Sotheby's of London, is now of- 
fering Master of Arts (MA) de- 
grees for gifted students wishing 
to specialise in contemporary, 
fine and decorative arts. It is the 
first time an miction house is 
offering such qualifications 
taught by its own staff but vali- 
dated by Manchester University. 

Established over 250 years 
ago, the Bond Street art dealer 
hns -established Sotheby's Insti- 
tute (SI), n nqu-profit-mukiiig 
company which will be respon- 
sible for the company’s diversi- 
fication into higher education. 

Allied to Manchester Univer- 
sity and London University's 
School of Oriental and -African 
Studies (SOAS). ihe institute now 
has two 15-month MA courses - 
one in post-war and contempo- 
rary art and the other iu fine mid 
decorative art. The London auc- 
tioneers are also providing tu- 
ition for n variety of advanced 
arts courses lasting from 15 
weeks to two years. 

Julian Thompson, chairman 
of Sotheby’s Academic Board 
said the education side of the 
business begnn in u very inodes l 
way. 

"In 1969, because or the lack 
of teaching in the field of decora- 
tive arts at higher education level, 
il wiw necessary for Sotheby's to 


By Jim Kelsey 


begin in-ltnusc training lor its 
own .staff," he said. 

"We concentrated on the in- 
tensive development of critical 
visual skills nnd object-led stud- 
ies ill a time when approaches to 
itri history were becoming in- 
creasingly theoretical. 

"This ultimately led to other 
countries asking us to train their 
sinff and we set up mi education 
studies section with uu 
evergrowing numher of differ- 
ent courses to fulfil specialists' 
demands. 

"Now we have decided lo 
launch the institute mid already 
have 200 full-linie students 
studying hero in London and 80% 
of them are from overseas. They 
come from die United States. 
Switzerland. Germany. J upon am! 
France and when they complete 
their studies they go bnck home 
to museums, dealerships, antique 
steps, galleries or pursue careers 
ns interior designers or urlisis. 

“Because wc have u staff of 
experts, we use them ns lecturers 
while our uuciion rooms are the 
classrooms where students can 
see and examine everything that 
constitute arts. It all pusses 
through our hands at sometime. “ 

Among Sotheby’s, sales 
which hnve set world record 
prices are Cdzanne's Ntilure 


Moile: Le a Grasses Parnates, 
which was sold fur £18,1 00,000 
(Sh 1 :62 billion) nnd Constable's 
The Luck which realised 
£10,780.00 (Sh 963 million). 
Paintings from Germany ' s Tlmni 
uud Taxis totalled £13.300.000 
(Shi. 19 billion). 

‘’All our entases use un oh- 
jeet-bused approach to to itch i ng," 
Mr Thompson said. "This 
method, where students are en- 
couraged to learn from the han- 
dling uud close inspect inn of art 
ubjecls. sets the institute's sylla- 
bus apart from the predominantly 
Icxi-aiuUslide-buscd teaching of 
universities. 

"The uuining-has proved to 
lie mi ideal .preparation tin stu- 
dents elite ring the professional 
world and puts us in (lie lore from 
of educaliun in the commercial 
art world.” 

The post-war and contempt)' 
rury art degree extends right up 
to the present day covering all 
.styles of artistic endeavour pro- 
duced in lire laic ]9H0sunri 1990. 
The tuition combines historical 
knowledge of Ihe post-war and 
contemporary fiuld with practi- 
cal information nnd skills. It is 
designed for students untie ipai- 
ing a career in tlw art world or 
undertaking further ncademic 
rcscnrch. 

Taking lull advantage of 
London’s re nutrition for being 


the world centre of Ihe contem- 
porary art market, the course 

explores how ml is produced, die 
ideas Hint inform it. and how it is 
miith 1 public. Besides studies in 
London, students visit tonlcm- 
pitrary.nrt t mi scums mul collec- 
tions in Germany. Holland and 
Belgium. 

The MA in fine and decora- 
tive mis is devoted to the trans- 
mission of design across differ- 
ent medin with students being 
encouraged to examine objects 
d’url in the context of inste, pu- 
troLiage and collection. 

Research uud writing skills 
nre dcvekqied through various 
assignments and (lie examina- 
tion of the wcullli of miller iul 
passing through Sotheby's, 
salesrooms. Applications lor 
both MA degrees are selected hy 
interview. They mast have a good 
undergraduate hunoms degree 
and belluent in English. Fees fur 
both residential courses me in 
the region of E9.G0U (Sh 
810.000). 

Besides the two degrees. 
Sotheby’s Institute also provides 
tuition Tor a works of art course 
and pqslgradu utcdiplui na in pi iM- 
war. and contemporary art and 
Asian arts. 

The latter is .in collaboration 
with SOAS. Al undei graduate 
level, there is u one year certifi- 
. cate uud a two yeur. diploma of 


higher education ns well as vnr 
ied full-time and part-time exlr 
mural courses, daytime n 
evening studies and sunn 

.schools. 

SI is located in the centre ui 
the capital close to major British 
urt collect ions. They include the 
BritishMuseuni.ihe National and 
Tate Galleries, the Royal Acad- 
emy and the Victoria and Albert 
Museum. 

Students also have access to 
Sotheby’s library of 9,000 iqie- 
c in list books uud computerised 
information service. Close by is 
SOAS. whose library represents 
the national collection of Asian 
art. comprising over 600,000 
books nnd 3.000 periodicals. 

Sotheby's, with un annual 
turnover iu access ufSt hiUiuit, 
operates over 1 00 fine art outlets 
worldwide, of which London und 
New York are the most promi- 
nent. Tire company, which went 
public in 1977. runs u luxury 
residential reitlty service, pub- 
lishes an extensive range of spe- 
fitilisi books and quite recently 
began sponsoring “stately home 
car Ixiok sales". 

The profits from the car bnui 
sales have gone to worthy causes 
such as UNICEF (Ihe UN's 
children's fund), the Red Cross, 
AIDS, the London Library mul 
the Yale Art Gallery iu l lie United 
Status. — LPS 
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Tube cooker a boon 
to food industry 


r ar^et, April 1-15, 1996 9 


Ail ultra lira'll tun per at lire pm 
Closing system (UHTj ur (ul>e 
ertoker, development hy 
Leathcrhcad Fond Research As- 
sticialiun. produces a wide range 
of sterile funds including those 
dial are baked, fried, hmhccucd 
nr sicnmcil. 

Thu .system e;in use a vnriely 
of homing juid coolii ig media Mich 
ns nil. steam, air and water, and is 
capable nt cooking whole fruit, 
portions of meal like chops and 
chicken legs and othei large 
pieces of food. 

The singleclimnher prototype 
machine has complex valving 
which per i nils il to carry uui all 
the fund ions of a full-si/e cun- 
linumis-motmi) machine. The 
equipment is housed in a sterile 
uir-llnw cabinet, which will al- 
low the proiluclion of sterile 
sn iii] i|es for packing. 

An intelligenl command sys- 
tem using a program in able logic 
control (PLO ami supervisory 
control mid data acquisition 
(SCADA)systeinniul nsuphisti- 
culed guidance programme is 
currently lieing evaluated. 

This type of system will he 
able to control the operation of 
processing equipment such as 
pasteurisation and UHT pi nuts 
under u wide range of concli- 
lions. It will he able In make 
ojie rational decisions as if ii-wcrc 
a highly experienced operator. 

Additionally, (he ex penmen- 
tal rig has a neural network com- 
puter attached using informal ior 
from the in-line sensors mid 
monitoring ihc opera ling elinr- 
ad eristics of specific puiii|is. 

In condition-monitoring 
Hindu the neural network per- 
forms diagnostics and predictive 
functions covering pump .stains 
imd produci peiforinunce. mid 
lime to failure nr service, 

Green light 

electronic 

contraceptive 

Thought to be at least ns reliable 
os condoms, die world’s first 

electronic, contraceptive ux- 
pcclcd on sale this year displays 
a green light when it is snFc to 
have sex, reports London's Sun- 
day Times. 

Independent .experts super- 
vising trinls or the Unipmh Per- 
sonal Contraceptive system say 
it could transform family . plan- 
ning-. offering in illions oT women 
an nltenmtive to the pill with no 
risk to health, says lire newspn- 
per. 

Tim system has also boon 
welcomed by the Cmholtccluircji 
because it is not a physical cort- 
tracoptivc nnd provides cem- 
puler-guidcd advice oit when to 
abstain from sex. Conversely, it 
is also semi as an nid to tltoso 
women .who arc trying tobc- 
comcprognanl.bectmsc it nets as 
, : an. occur aio ferliliiy indicator. 

During the pasty ear, the sys- 
torn, developed by Unippth, the | 
ibcdicfll diviaidnesf Unilever, has 
licei) touted hy l f 5D0 women in 
; England.; the Irish Republic nnd 
.:;'.pdfjnany.: ' ■ 1 


(‘JX.2*/J |. Umpalh declined in 
oiininciil I'el'urc Mil- product's 
ToiiimI launch. 

Orbiting craft 
for Mercury? 

Enthusiasm is growing lor an 
in biting cral t to visit Mercury 
and explore the i linen nusL pin net 
ol the .solar system limn Highly. 
Compared with other planets - 
Pluto apart - the discovery ami 
ex [>h i rat ion of Mercury has 
hardly started says the Royal 
Astronomical Society (KASj. 

Be cause of n.s si/e and sun 
hugging urbii Mercury must 
harbour clues, us yel undetected, 
umcei iiiug the nr iginaud evolu- 
tion uf the inner solar system 
where fiaitli Ivlnngs. 

Enthusiasts for Mil explora- 
tion uf Mercury hope the Emu- 


WORLD OF 
SCIENCE 


peun Space Agency (ESA) will 
take il lending rale in sending an 
unman ned mission. 

A meeting of I he R AS in Lon- 
don in February concentrated on 
wll.il is already known iiboui die 
planet nnd on speculation ihni no 
orhiier may or may not confimr. 

Prof Andre Ba'ogh. a leading 
Mercury arbiter • hiisiasi. who 
addressed the meeting on "Mer- 
cury orbiter — scientific objec- 
live.s, missiun capabilities mid 
restraints," sees Mercury hs re- 
maining n rasciiiiiling scientific 
puzzle in the search to under- 
stand ihe fonnatiun and history 
of the terrestrial planets. 

He points to the .severe diffi- 
culties in observing Mercury 
from Earth and its being a diffi- 
cult target to reach with a space 
mission which one can answer 
the many riniduificinal questions.. 

Scientists work 
out new role for 
carbon dioxide 

Solvents essential to the ninmi- 
Incline of .chemicals nre often 
toxic, and disposnl is both diffi- 
cult nnd expensive. 

Now. to minimise waste sol- 
venis nnd pollution, researchers] 
at Nottingham University's 
CleniiTeclinoIogyGrnuparetesi- 
itig environmentally acceptable 
alternatives to solvents tradition- 
ally used in most chemical reac- 
tions and engineering processes. 

The group's approach in-, 
volves replacing these substances 
will i high pressure carbon diox- 
ide which becomes 
'‘supercritical’' nt70 limes atmo- 
spheric pressure, a "no-mnn’s- 
lund” between u liquid and n gas, 
In this condition carbon dioxide 
still behaves like a gas, but can 
dissolve soma solid apd : liquid 
materials. 

- The Nottingham soienluts arc 
discovering that chemical pro- 
cesses can switch from conven- 
tional solvents to carbon diox- 
ide. They have tou ml that 
s il pore ri ileal fluids show quite n 

few unusual properties leading 

( > • ... 
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RaHtiR to go: Staff and students of the East African Bible Training Centre. 


Capping it of the latest grttduands pose for a picture 


Learn in g_centre with a ifferen ce 


By Seth ft/lusisl 

Thu Earn African Bible Training Centre 
(EABTC), situated on (lie outskirts of 
Eldorci town and run by the Interna- 
tional Pentecostal Holiness Church is a 
learning institution with a difference. 

* While Ihe original objective when 
American missionaries Joe and Elsie 
Arthur established it towards the end of 
ihe Seventies was to train young 
Kenyans in Bible knowledge and evan- 
gel ism, today it hns diversified nnd its 
mandate includes being a role model 
for other equally useful purposes. 

American couple. Robert and Dixie 
Brown, who. for the Inst 10 years have 
been running the institution have seen 
la il that opart from carrying out . its 
original objectives of fulfilling the spiri- 
luul nourishment, it becomes n profil- 
. making concern. 

"The idea we have is that an institu- 
tion sucli ns this one should not depend 
on tinnd-oiils nnd donations from ihci 
home mission nor tithes from (he faith- 
ful, -but should establish permanent fi- 
nancial sources in form of development 
projects." Dixie who is in charge of rhe 
administration told me. 

When setting up EA?TC nearly 20 
years ago. the founders (Arthurs), 
utilised the mengre savings which they 
hitd accumulated during their overseas 
missionary work which was supple- 
mented by financial assistance from 
America. 

Parent stock 

B mas the old adage goes, "If you go 
to Rome do ns Romans do." the Arthurs 
echoed (ho Kenyan spirit of hnrnmhee 
by nppcaUng to the faithful and the 
community around to contribute gener- 
ously in rorm of money nnd labour. The 
latter involved making cement blocks. 

Dixiesaidthcfimmcialsoiirces were 
in form of development projects, one of 
Ihim being poultry-keeping. 

This was storied about five years 
ago, Some of tlie chicken were sold in 
. Eldorel town while others became pnrt 
of the menu for either the students or 
people attending seminars or workshops 
at the centre. . 

At -the moment there ore 50 parent 
stock which, according to Dixie, lay 
, approximately 30 eggs per day. Tlie 
eggs nre kept in an incubator for batch- 
ing.. , 

Said “Dixie; “We are thinking of do- 
rng a market survey in Eldorot town 
because, we would like to find out 
Whether we prill make money by selling 
: Ihe hundreds of day-old chicks whl^h. 


Mandate includes 
being role model 
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are hatched nl this centre su Mint \v<- 
could gel more money for running the 

institution." 

Another project the inslituiion con- 
sidering is a posho mill for, apart fair ' 
benefining Ihe centre through ncut down 
on Ihe cost of transport, it will lie handy 
to the surrounding comm uni Ly who walk 
longdistanccs to ihe nearest paslio mill. 

Dixie mentioned yelnnolhcrprojcct 
--growing of greens such ns sukumn- 
wiki. cubbagos. tomatoes, potatoes nnd 
onions. She said the project hod proved 
profitable since the greens were sold to 
the community to generate funds nnd 
were also used by the centre. 


“We are saying Mint this project is 
most profitable because in the past it 
cost the centre a lui of money since we 
had to make a number of trips to Eldoret 
to buy the greens nnd tlie fact that the 
road from this place becomes muddy 
during the rainy season, lienee impass- 
able." she said. 

The centre is also considering the 
possihilityofrnising passion fruit which, 
according to Dixie, will save them ihe 
expeuse of buying fruits for either the 
students or seminar workshop ntteii- 
(lonLs. 

Anolliei source of income is Ihc 
hosting of seminars or workshops ei- 
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Concern over mushrooming tflogicall colleges 
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trainine is to 
nidails to pre- 


«try responsibilities when they eventu- 
ally return to their respective parishes," 
Dixie said. 

The majority of these students hap- 
pen to be teachers. The programme is 
planned sucli that the courses arc of- 
fered when schools htiveclosedfor holi- 
days. 

In the pipeline is u one-year course 
to be launched when funds ure avail- 
able. It will run concurrently with the 

nine-week four-year programme. The 
candidates for this new course will be 
selected mainly from other- countries 
and this is meant to generate more in- 
come for tlie centre. 

Dixie further explains tliatndmision 
originally favoured students belonging 
to Ihe International Pentecostal Holi- 
ness Church (IPHC) under whose aus- 
pices the centre is administered. Today 
this condition has been relaxed and ad- 
mission is open to candidates of other 
denominations as long as they meet the 
requirements. 


The mushrooming of theological col- 
leges in Kenya is raising concern among 
-church leaders nnd ollierCliristinns ns it 
suggest that the church is divided. 

In nnd nround Nairobi there are abou L 
eight theological colleges. They include 
Daystiir. African Ireland Theological 
College, Nairobi Evnngelicnl Gradunio 
School of ^ Theology (NEGST), Nairobi 
Internntionnl School or Theology 
(NIST),_PAC, East African School of 
Theology, Anglicnn College of Tlieol- 
°gy (Evangelism) nnd Nnzntecn. 

Each one of these- colleges has 
pccularitics in its doctrinal leaching 
designed to meet the requirements of 


By Amba Ingende 

What Kenyan needs, says Ihe prin- 
cipal, is not a string of tlieologicnl col- 
leges but a Christian appronch to higher 
education. 

Mr Snnlino Mnkur Kot, a Christian 
journalist, attributes Ihe rapidly grow- 
ing number ordcnominnlionnl colleges 
to the failure of ecumenism in Kenya. 

Wide rang e 


"There is lack of unity in the church 

.... ui * n K e, »yu because churches have he 

the denomination to which it belongs qr come more political Ilian evnngelicnl. 
the requirements of the particular So in keeping with their political inler- 


organtsmion that supports it either fi- 
nancially or otherwise. 

According to the Rev Timothy J. 

Dakin, the principal of the Anglican 
College of Evangelism, his college is 
registered as n non-profit making 
organisation with Ihe main goal of train- 
ing God-fenring people to enable them 
preach the gospel effectively. 

However, the Rev Dnkin is against 
Ihe idea of each denomination putiing 
up a theological college to train only its 
people. This is because Christimvwork- 
ers trained in such colleges end up 
being one-track-minded and w ith a nar- 
rowed vision of theology. Such people Rencling.io the issue of mushroom- 
are inflexible and do not accept other ipg of theological colleges, the Rev 
cnom ina rjonal leacjiings di fferent from Mathews Mwal w’ a, chaplain of Dayslar 

wnat tliey learnt in college, • • University, says that there is a wide 


ests Ihc churches have found it neces- 
sary to build theological colleges that 
will perpetuate lire ideologies of par- 
ticular churches,” Sanlino argues. 

Anolher reason for Ihe muslirobm- 
ing of tlieologicnl college's is competi- 
tion, he says. Churches arc involved ill 
serious competition over which denomi- 
nation will be the leading one in terms 
of membership, community work. etc. 
So building, a theological college has 
become an net of prestige that can en- 
hance tlie denomination's standing in 
society, . 


ranee of rwani ity ih er ^ nrc ^ 
many sucli irttil Among the rea- 
sons aw the ir nft.j lni j n 
inmepeuplifor amini'iiry.pro- 
moiion of ik 1 tof the chinch, 
goiwr.iiwn oli tor ihc church, 
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doiiDininaiiou. 
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nation w® 5 ®™ ^^Nnzarecn. 

Coucirtfi^ tenoihinalionoL Mr -Sanlino snys- there is a need for 
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0,1 . , *ah Z : r, riSlian ccl * n wnicnI theological college which 

W0T ^ ,rS / 1 , S,an ^ ,neel the standard rcquiremenls of 

Mint is comp . doc- nil Ihe denominations represented. Such 

lrine ” S Lsfii ^ m institution will enable Giristinnwork- 

thcnusal^'JPorresincima era to have a wide view of theology nnd 

Qiristian ministry." 


decline in some of these colleges due to 
mismanagement and also due to lack of 
financial support because the economic 
bracket of this country is ever narrow- 
ing. So churches will be unable to send 
their workers into Bible schools, like il 

was the case, in USA. This situation 
does not strengthen the gospel. On the 
contrary, it weakens it (gospel).'* 

But how do you ensure that each 
church docs not build it's own theologi- 
cal college and that wny avoid duplica- 
tion? 


. ^ — iing 

rttose'wortj 1 J* ihcy hccomc 
incapable o' “J«arnl juUgmem 
when critio s * n (J fl w of other do- ; 
nominal* 0115 


Tlie Rev Mwal w’ a argues that the 
Unification of ihe church in Kenya is 
Vital. A united theological college may 
not necessarily be the answer to those 
problem but il can help to some extent 
in reviving ecumenism in Ihe country. 


Tlie Kcv Mfisys i luil „ n) 
though iiwsioj colkgea aic. la- 
belled non-R *1; they have a 

lot of money! ^^Christinn 

or ^ n ‘ s Snd im .L 1 .! 00 , 5 “ R ■ However, it is important that 
we , ‘I.k.jbv 1 ft*],: churches come together and mobilise 

Cll ““ 8 profits, all the resources lo support the existing 

nl V ’ coHeges nnd set a programme to inlro- 

flll jvr iluj j dupe a Christimi approach to theeduca- 

lion system of Ihe country. 


Informal loan 
vendor comes to 
women’s rescue 


By Anclet Rwegayura 


The iwo loans Mage Mwnkusungula has 
received since 1994 have transformed her 
from an informal vendor barely able lo eke 
out a living into a small businesswoman 
proud of her success. 

The first credit helped her increase hcrl 
sales from one crate of soft drinks a day to 50. 
but, she says, "sometimes there weren't! 
enough sodas for me to buy from the locall 
supplier of soft drinks. So I decided lo diver-, 
sify”. ' 

She did so with the help of another loan,') 
which was easy to get because slic repaid the: 
first on schcdulc.'Thc second credit enabled! 
her lo add milk, bread and pastries to the] 
goods she supplies in her small shop near the! 
Mbcya lawn market, 800km south Dnr es| 
Salonm 

But the loans did not come from any of 
Tanzania’s banks which, like most credit 
institutions throughout sub-Saharan African, 

- lend mainly to men, who own must of the 
land and properly the banks demand as col- 
lateral. 

She bencfitled from asmallbusincss start- 
up credit programme, apilotprcijeclhegun in 
July 1994 by the Mcnnonite Economic De- 
velopment Associates (MED A), a Canadian 
non-govemmenial organisation (NGO). 

Accord ing to MEDA credit adviser Ruthcr 
Ducck, more than 5,000 loans were issued in; 
the first years of the pilot programme, many 
to repeat clients. She says MEDA aims to 
create a financial institution which, over a 
five-year period, would serve more than, 
50,000 micro-entrepreneurs — 30,000 of 
them women. 

Under the pilot scheme, lonns are chan- 
nelled through MEDA’s local counterpart, 
Huduma ya Macndcleo (HYM) Limited, a 
non-profit company, whose name means. 
Development Service in Kiswahili. j 

Most of the beneficiaries arc small busi- 
ness people shunned by the banks. In Mbcya, 
loented in the southern Tanzanian highlands, 
women have been given loans to sell farm 
produce wholesale, set up hair salons, sew 
school uniforms nnd run cottage bakeries. 

Lom pragtammas 

The amounts run from as low ns 100.U.S. 1 
dollars for first loans to 600 dollars by the 
third loan. As inflation in Tanzania is now 25 
to'40 per ceiU a year, MEDA charges com- 
mercial loan rates which come up to about 20 1 
per cent over an 18-week period. 

HYM Director of Operations James 
Obama told IPS that, unlike conventional 
bankers, his organisation had found that 
small-scale enterprises repay their loons. ■ 

One reason for this is that, both in Tanza- 
nia and elsewhere women have proved lo be 1 
good credit risks because, driven by Ihe need 
to look- after their families, they take their 
responsibilities seriously. 

' Another renson, according to Dueck, is 
the'fncl dial MEDA also provides training 
for its beneficiaries. With each first-time 
loan come four hours of training in areas like 
principles of credit, the valueof small, owner- 
operated business to the economy and man- 
aging household and business finances. 

MEDA also helps local NQOs design 
loan programmes and conduct training ses- 
sions for borrowers. 

Dueck considers the credit programme a 
“sociaLJusiiceoutreach"to women, for'lhey 
cannot gel access (o capital in (lie smnlb 
amounts they need at Ihe bank.” 

t ; 

"It's offering access to. people who are 
typically denied access," she said, “We are 
giving them n choice and hopefully empow- 
ering their choice for lhapos jtiyc, The irony 
is that within the formal sector, miiny of the r 
loans have gone to men.” —IPd * 


The government must let us know 
jits position on speed devices 


By the lime you read this, road 
accidents will havehap|»ncd and 
| several lives will have been lost 
in what is slowly becoming a 
tradition on our roads. 

; In ihe meantime, politicians 
like Mr Kuria Kanyingi will be 
yelling from podiuins that speed 
i control devices on public ser- 
' vices vehicles are too expensive, 
'exploitative and therefore unac- 
ceptable by PSV owners . 

The government, in its tradi- 
tional style will waul to pause 
and listen lo Ihe likes of this 
former motor vehicle" mechanic. 
Tlie GK wilt no! want (a embar- 
rass one of its own and it will 
therefore keep quid for a while 
and the business of s[>ecd dc- 
' vices may soon be forgotten. 

When, the Ministry of Trans- 
port and .Communications Iasi 
December announced that all 
PS Vs would be required to have 
filled anti-speed devices by the 
end of last month (March), many 
Kenyans thought that the GK 
had finally seen Ihc light and 
.reason as to why road carnage 
should be checked. 

People arc dying on the. road 
• because of careless driving by 
PSV drivers and their defective 
vehicles. Of course the re are oilier 
factors and anti-speed devices 
are not the only remedy. How- 
ever aren't they a step towards 
|. Ihc curbing of this menace? 

Kanyingis of this country 
would like to disagree and 1 to- 
tally want to disagree with them. 
There is plenty of politics in- 
jected in lliese anti-speed dev ices, 
olherwisecalled ,> Bliick Box"nnd 
| [ Kanyingi and his group will be 
happy to take the opportunity to 
make capital from the issue. 

But (he responsibility of cub- 
ing accidents is witli the govern- 
ment of Mr Daniel arnp Moi. 

The GK must pul its foot down 
and say no to politics of intimi- 
dation and blackmail. Itmustsay 
.enough is enough and reject (lie 
hikes Kanyingi who assembled 

I matatu -owners at Karigili Sta- 
dium in Kiambu to- protest the 
installation of the Black Box on 
their vehicles. 

As far os I know Kanyingi 
does not own a single motntu, is 
not the chairman of any motor 
vehicles owners association and 
I is not an official of the govern-' 
ment of Kenya. Up to now, no- 
body knows on whose behalf he 
was speaking and the GK has not 
bothered lo tell us this. 

Kiinyingi and company were 
saying that blackbox is loo ex- 
pensive for most- PSV owners : 
In the meantime, the QK must 
lei the Kenyan public know its 
ouneiUposilion on-iliescdcvices. 

No violence 
please, we 
are Luos! 

There ore many people outside 
Luo-land wlio belieVc that the 
Luo community "cherishes vio- 
lence, at times of war and even at 
| peacetime. 

They argue that whether the 
Luos win or lose, the outcome is 
i better celebrated in violence nnd 
'destruction and that is why many 
] of their functions- end up with" 
stone-throwing nnd, physical 

combat, . 

That isVhy many ‘ associate 



FORD- Kenya with violence. 
Many people will shun football 
matches invol v i ng t he Luo domi- 
nated Gor Mahia Foot Kill Club; 
because win or Lose, violence is| 
the bottom line, 

I do noi wish to make any 
blanket condemnation of tlie Luo 
cum muni ly but I have one or Iwo 
re uso i is to make me believe some 
of the things I have heard about 
Luo violence. 

For (lie past two weeks, ihe 
FORD-Kcnyu, whose rock-sup- 
pan is in Luo Nyanzn lias been 
conducting' its national elections. 
Tlie news in elections has been 
violence and hs you read this 
’ supporters and rivals of this po- 
litical party arc recovering in 
hospitals as a result of polilicnl 
skirmishes. 

There are two groups fighting . 
for (he control of (lie pmty, one 
led by iLs incumbent chairman 
Wamalvya Kijana and die other 
by firebrand Lang’ata legislator 
Rnila Amolo Odinga. 

The iwo have accused each 
other of irregularities during the 
polls and (heir supporters have 
engaged in battles that. have left 
many of (hem injured iiicircuitK' 
stances that none of them criiiT 
explain. 

When the elections got under- 
way last Sunday bulone, the two 
groups seemed to have organic- . 
themselves for battle better than 
they had done for a democratic 
election. Wamalwa had his own 
group of war youth and so had 
Raila. Instead of these people 
going.to elect ihoir leaders, they 
went for each other's necks. 

I fear that with this kind of 
show being displayed by Ihe so- 
callcd Young Turks of the sec- 
ond liberation, then there issome- 
thing terribly wrong with the 
leadership that we anticipate. 

FORD-Kcnya, in its forma- 
tive days, was touted lo be a 
party led by the most lenmcd 
men and women of this country 
and many, including ine, thought 
it was Ihe party for the future. 

With thelatc Jaramogi Oginga 
Odinga m its helm, many of us 
believed' that FORD -Kenya 
would rise above petty personal 
issues and emerge as the best 
alternative government alter the 
1992 general election. 

However, the conduct of its 
leadership has now become ab- 
solutely wanting. Hie conduct of 
its membership is also so want- 
ing that many nre asking what it 
cxpucts to achieve at tlie end of 
the day. 

True, disagreements in polili- 
cnMcoderehips are acceptable. 
But what about unprecedented 
violence? I doubt whether many 
Kenyans would want to. vole for 

a party whose trade in slock is 
violence. I. doubt whether any- 
body would, wont to boassoci-' 
; ated with' a party that so much 
cherishes bloodshed.. - 

The combat witnessed during 
the elections Is not isolated. In 
many of its" functions, people 


have gone home physically in- 
jured and one would wonders 
what it is dial these people like so 
much in violence. 

What must be made ilcir to 
both Wamalwa nnd Raila is that 
it is the voter, that small man in 
the-Kibcra slums, who gets hurt 
whenever there is this violence 
and the two bulls do not sustain 
even a scratch. The common 
voter must also know that il is 
him who takes care of his hospi- 
tal bills whenever he is injured in 
these skirmishes and it is him 
who must say no to this violence. 

My advice lo all these parlies 
is that violence is evil and those 
encouraging it arc devilish and 
thuy should he rejected by all. 

Why, pray thee, 
.were Lugonzo, 
Waitindi killed? 

1 belatedly pray and empathise 
with die families of the late Isaac 
Lugonzo and Phylis Wanjiru 
Waitindi, who were both mur- 
dered in cold-blood by crimi- 
nals. 

As I have slated in this column 
before.labhorviolcnccand Icry 
when i read about deaths like 
those of the two illu lralrious 
Kenyans who were murdered by 
blood-thirsty criminals in our 
midst. 

The late Lugonzo, Nairobi's 
second African mayor after Mr 
Char les Rubia, was shot dead by 
gangsters outside his house in 
Mulhoiga, Nairobi, as he returned 
home on the evening of March 
21 . while Wailindj, a director of 
the controversial Nynkinyua In- 
vestments Company in Kiambu 
district, was abducted and mur- 
dered a few metres away from 
her house on rhe evening of 
March 16. 

In (hecaseof the formermayor. 
gangsters blocked his way as he 
pul led in to li is drive way, shou led 
briefly at him before shooting 
this quiet and respected nation- 
alist. 

At Wailindi’s home in 
Gniundu, n car pulled to her gate 
at around 8.00 pm. Two men 
walked Ip her houge and asked 
that she accompanies them lo 
some undisclosed destination. 
The moment she agreed to get 
out of the house, the two men 
dragged her into their car and 
drove away as she screamed for 
help. 

The next day, her body was 
found with gunshots on tlie busy 
Kenyatta road in the 
neighbourhood. And just like that 
Nyakinyua ■ Investments Com- 
pany, the Nairobi City Council 
and Kenya at large lost a reliable 
worker while -her family of two 
lost its breadwinner. 

Waitindi, who doubled up -as 
(he City Council education advi- 
sor was buried in- a quiet cer- 
emony. in'Gatundu. 

' The lute Lugonzo. a Footballer 
of in ter national repute and a busi- 
nessman at the lime of his death, ' 
died iu a similarly mysterious 
circumstances. 

Without making, any conclu- 
sions right now. I would wont to 
| ask the Commissioner aftfstice, 
. . lo make a habit of informing the 
public on a daily basis how far 
investigations into these myste- 
rious 'deaths have gone. 
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Stanley Booth-Clibborn: 
Mr Valiant for Truth 


No It II ly ft w til ll If lc k'| il It II It 1 1 1 II- 
ill K :mi ami llial hnuiliar viiici: 
iL'd.irc. "Sl.iiiloy lurre". Tlit.ii 
nun n s great nr small wuul.l he 
st!l I k*ll KTuK* llllisl pcilplc 1 L .1(1 

begun I Ilf flay II w.is l»y iflc- 
plume fall, uni [Ins min- m lin- 
early mu riling, but ,u ft pm. ii K ,i 
lltf nivu.nI me in jnin liim ;r* Ins 
siiMiagaii. 

Uillniliiiiaicly, I line! only re*- 
liuned imiu Si mill liuliii half an 
IioiiX cm lie i, and had mislffplni 

thirty-six liuur?., I was iiKnpaN.* 
«r u die rent reply hui in dim 
emu sc diil join him in Mam-hc*.- 
Icr. Sn begun twelve veins' ac- 
quaintance. I'ii si ns 1 1 ■ lieu cm* !>i it 
soon as It ici til. 

Tlmsf caily niniiiing phone 
calls were typical ol' his inuncnsi* 
capacity fur hard work. He regu- 
larly deoil will) thirty loners a 
tiny, eneli needing careful an- 
SWOI . .some, as happens. aluiMve. 
Ho accepted even i lie. so as p;u i of 
Iho job, lull m limes ilioy hurl 
mine Ilian hcemeil tu adimi. 

A.s duly look him lo London 
lor Cloncriil Synod, m laior lor 
llw House of Lords, ho would 
dictate loners in iho train, or even 
onoimoucasion, when cun fideit- 
lialily whs required, in a hrtmm 
clipboard ill Church House. 

Loss of dignily would iuu 
worry him. nor would u have 
w-xiintil In him in ask fin u pri- 
vale room. He worked hard and* 
played haul, us his parlners 'in 
Icnnis discovered. 

His hobby wus photography, 
at which he was very good. One 
senior colleague, nt lcasi. found 
all this energy duimiing. “I do 
hope Stanley docs not come back 
from holiday refreshed' he ad- 
mitted, “[ couldn't keep up!”. 

Hut hard work wus for u pur- 
pose. Stanley was, like Timothy, 
"a good soldier of Christ Jesus 
on aciive service’* (Tim. 2.3.4). 
He wits indeed Mr Valiant lor 
Truth. Ihe cluirneier in Bunymi's 
Pilgrim’sProgress. He had aclcar 
vision of God's iruth. and de- 
clared il whelhcr the world 
wanted io listen or not. 

Ho and Andrew Hake went us 


.••line mis.it > ii.ii ic. u> Kenya, 
while l Ik- M.ui Man tenuis were 
lill .nine I lie ii i ask w.i, in 
pifpan* die t. Iiuieli. amt indeed 
ibv n un'll. Itu the challenge id 
| 'fan- and independent, e 

His bi.iad Stieial visimi. and 
retoyniiioii ih .ii men like Jnnjo 
Kviiy.m.i Wei,* [lit- I'm me lea. lei s 
»l ihe lintn m. sli etched the minds 
■uni visimi >»l huili iuissiiin.il ies 
ami Al l icon church leadeis a>lie 
jiiepiiied them I'm the task uf 
budding a new nation. He gm 
wliiie,in«il<lai k i:ilk myaii.l ivmk- 
me itieelhei. and facing social 
issues. 

riton, laler.isliilitoi-iu-Clijel 
ol List Ali ie an Venime News- 
piipcrs.heciiuiiniiediiicliatlengL* 
IHujple iiuipplyCkispel principles 
to public lite. He was finally de- 
cided io re Win home, together 
with his wife Anne, who m lie 
had me! ns a fellow Christian 
wmker in Kenya. 


Bui Africa mid her smuggles 
fur freedom stayed with him and 
he worked tireless For the libera- 
tion of Numibin from South Af- 
rieiin control, and Iheciidofapnri- 
h»-id in Sontli Africa. Bui this 
was nu mere polilieal tonvie- 
tinn; fur Stanley it was n Gospel 
mtpei at ivy w resist oppression 
and injustice whether al home or 
overseas. 

A Her distinguished service at 
Lincoln und Cambridge, the stun - 
, "hhw came lor him to he the 
ninth B i shop u I’M n nc lies ter. Here 
■ lie followed in llictriiditionof his 
greal predecessor, William 
Temple, as a social reforming 
bishop. 

Munchcsici. as the leading 
industrial city of the north uf 
England, him sulTered the am se- 
quences ofindustrial decline and 
urban blight. With record levels 
of ii item ploy me ill. poor housing 
and racial unrest, no Christian 
leader could ignore such press- 
ing issues. but Stanley ’s episco- 
pate coincided with the Tluil clier 
yenrs. 

Wealth creation, or Mammon, 


lu give U this hili|ii.i| name, w.is 
the prevailing deny and incfcle- 
d>i\vii the cm rent ilugnu. Many 
dec I. ned .Sl.m ley’s build. u| 
kbiisliaii Sueiiilisiii lu he mil- 
d:aed. His defence u| ciuniminal 
respuiisibilily tin. nigh luglici 
t.i.\tlll< ill ill his lunik, lines, it ut- 
ilrii at Mewing'.' had .i mixed 

reception. 

Views ni.iy ilillei on In*, eco- 
miinn-s. bur In- hihjieui pi maples 
me indisputable: ii i*. die duly of- 
sncieiy in c.nc l<«i the weak ami 

vidua able. Niiwiu the 'Wkwlien 

so much ol tile sii-ealled wealth 
cn-iit ion of the 'Xlix is seen w 
have I vrn marly squandering 
nt national i csuiii ecs [jeiliajishis 
eeononiif.s warrant a second look. 

1 '(imd'lenihe Church has been 
i eiidyto criticise Olliers hut blind 
to its own shortcomings. Stanley 
recognised the need for reform 
in (he household of God. as well 
as in society. Justice nod open- 
ness to where the Spirit lends 
dei Handed that where God gives 
ministerial gifts without distinc- 
tion of gender the Church must 
\v ready lo discern and recognise 
priestly vocations of women as 
well as men. 

Where others held hack, un- 
willing to face divisive contro- 
versy. Stanley hecuine the first 
Moderator of the Movement for 
the Ordination uf Women. His 
leadership held forward thecause 
and Jus last act before retirement 
was to take pnrt in the historic 
vote of General Synod that fi- 
nally approved the ordination of 
women to the priesthood. 

He was also a imiu of com- 
passion. Firm in lender-ship, ar- 
ticulate in proclamation of the 
truth us he understood it. he was 
gcneious to those with whom he 
disagreed and aim pus sinuate to 
any in difficulties. Any priest or 
ehurcli officer who hud failed in 
some wuy would lie received with 
sympathy. 

Discipline, when necessary, 
wus nlwnys followed by pastoral 
cure. Those of us who on occa- 
sions saw the intercession list in 
Iris chapel know how Stanley 
mid Anne bore the burden of 
hard ]ircssed clergy on their hearts 


.■ii* I in then pr.isei-. 

-\ le**- gi ocit ms maul vi nt 
the luHiM.h> "Id. however, was 
kijo. then nciiiiilic dug. wlui 
lei i. h ised « histmen aiiilcven.n eh- 
deacons bill I hi sunk* reason 
never atiaekcd visiting bishtips. | 

tliillk she was the only 

ecclessiasticalsiiubin that In nise- 

hold. 


He was above all a immble 
mail who rii-dikcd ihe title and 
.trappings ol ulfict \v|n I.- wel- 
coming the upihii ninnies that 
office hjudghl. Some seniums 
and seiinouilluslraliiHisMil'Icrcd 
Imm iiiu-lieqiieni repeiiiiunaiid 
one ol the Joys of retirement to 
Edinburgh was to lie able in use 
once again stories linn had oni- 
worn their useful I ness in 
Maucheslei . 

When occasion required, he 
was a must cflective s|vaker and 
an.ihlcwi iter. Hisahility in think 
quickly and sjieak clearly made 
him especially effective in inter- 
views. His own humility and 
generosity made him quick in 
recognise the gifts of others and 
ready to give wide scop to col- 
leagues. It wns this that enabled 
him to establish an urea system 
in the diocese which developed 
much responsibility m others 
witlioin abdiciing his own lead- 
ership. 

His modesty look an amus- 
ing form when Bishupscouriwas 
being repaired. He and Anne 
declined the oiler of n rented 
house and moved to two enra- 
vans in the garden; one for liv- 
ing. the other a study. 1 think 
•hough it must have been mas- 
ochism which led their choice of 
holiday that year to be - 
ctiruvunnipg! 

The stroke which followed 
his heart operation in 1992 was a 
shock and a sadness to his ninny 
friends. The countless messages 
which flooded in revealed the 
great affection in which lie wus 
held, even by those with whom 
lie had disagreed. For some years 
at cncli Remembrance Sunday. 
Hie Roynl British Legion hod 




Bishop Uqoth-CIibborn. 
future leader. 


recognised Jomo Kenyattoas 




wanted the liynui. 0 Valiant 
Hearts. 

Stanley, for sound theolugi- 
eal reasons, vetoed their choice. 
Among the messages of good- 
will to him incoroiiury care came 
a card with a large heurt. and on 
the hack. “Best wishes for safe 
reaiveiy for Ins valiant lieiirt. 
from the Ruyul British Legion''. 
But illness revealed something 
more of the character of Stanley 
himself. Find and obviously, it 
sliowcd his courage and detui- 
minalion. 

When 1 asked what he would 
like as a leaving present from the 
diocese, his typically modes! re- 
quest was Tor a bicycle. 

Despite the stroke he had suf- 
fered. he mastered it and before 
long was cycling uphill. One fi- 
nal juy for him before leaving 
Bishopscourt was a great party 
in the garden for family and 
1 r lends. There, once again. 
Stanley felt at one with the 
younger generation. 

This was followed hy preach- 
ing before the Queen at Windsot 
and a visit with Anne tu Isobel in 
Uganda. Here, tragically , lie was 
shot and injured, hut once again 
struggled back to regain mobil- 
ity and an nciivc life. 

Bui illness revealed nnotlier 
quality as well us courage; that of 
acceptance. Retirement is never 
easy lor an active, public figure. 
At. once so mucins gone; posi- 
tion in the community, his seat in 
the House of Lords, the supjxn l 
of devoted sinff. especially his 
■ secretary, Anlheti, and being 
needed by so many people. 

For Stanley, this was accom- 
panied by physical limitations 
due to his illness and increased 
dependence on others, especially 
on Anne. The nciivc mail was 
forced to Hike a more passive 
mle. Here his true humility und a 
wonderful gracious ness showed 
in his acceptance of these little 
duiiths. Uui( foreshadow our final, 
lcnvc : lakiiig; As Teilhard dii 1 
Chilrdin wrote. "We must over- 
come death' by (finding God in 
if. '■ " 


In his remarkable hook. Tht 
Stature rf Waiting, Canon Rill 
Vnnslonc explains how we cm 
find' God in limitation and de- 
pendence on others. He wrilts 
"There is. in the G«l Who i> 
disclosed ill Jesus first die plots - 
of signs nnd mighty works • Ik’ 
glory of free mid unfettered x- • 
livityaiidncliievemumbulwkj 

Jesus destines liimsclf. by hit 
own will mid imlialivc, to waits 

the end incxpo-sureaiidhelpkiv 

ness, there is disclosed, as fc ■ 

ultimate dimension ot'ihi-divirx 

glory, that same glory which « 
dimly perceive in our own exp' 
rience when, because vk low. 

wc destine ourselves to waited 

.-to be exposed und to loceive . 


So Stanley, the youthful ■‘=- 
tivist in Africa, the eneigdic . 
Bishop of Manchester, p'swil 
iron) action to passion audit'" 
doing shared in some measure mi 
the Ihixsion of Christ- 
Bui Jesus has ci'iii|uck'u 
death. So. too, Stanley diaiosm 
that ressurcclion life by ' 
faith lie lived, in which hope ^ 

died in which lie now lives with ■ 

the Lord he loves. 

Today thousands in Mnuchiv f 

ter nnd indeed throughout ; i 
world join with us in ttawjj ; 

ness to God for Stanley 
we hold in love before Gou A * 

who has shored so fully 1 
pilgrimage, and Isob f' ' '■? 
Kitty and Mike, whocitt-hiftj" , 
own way reflect so much 0 ' j 

l0ll sirely we can 

words of Mr Valiant f° r T ' fl ®'i| 

nnd use them for Slunk'} ■ j 

sword I give to him w» ^ .j 

succeed me in my P' 1 J ■ 
and my courage and skill 1 

that can get it. My ***** ■ 
scurs I carry with irnr » . [ 

witness for me ihtal huvtTnn " 

Iris battle who will now be 
rewaider”. 

— The Rt R« Jgfij 1 - 
Scott, Bishop of Hui nie 
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Women’s Concerns 



Widowhood crisis 


By Jeff Mbura 

It has token long for Christ inns to 
realise Ihe seriousness of what 
the Rev John Galu once told a . 
gathering of African Christian 
Churches and Schools nt Tliikn: 
that there is a looming crisis of 
widowhood in Kenya. 

The Rev Gatu lamented that 
little had becn,<lone by the soci- 
ety, church and government to 
improve the lot of widows. That 
was two years ago. 

One has to be u widow to 
realise the suffering mid ioncii- ( 
ness of widowhood, says Mrs 
Hilda Ogolla Oriomho, the sec- 
retary of Ihe Nnirobi-hnscd Wid- 
ows and Orphans Welfare Asso- 
ciation. She likens widowhood 
to a house whose roof has sud- 
denly been blown off by the wind. 

The death of a husband is 
distressing in most African soci- 
eties, especially where a woman 
is viewed as her husband ‘ s prop- 
erty. 


Mrs Oriainbo and others Tar- 
get interviewed attributed the 
increase of the number of wid- 
ows to -death through Aids, road 
carnage and unaffordable.health 
costs. Mrs Violet Waiuania, a 
social counsellor with NCCK's 
Advocacy Unit, adds another di- 
mension when she says that due 
lo the nature of their work, more 
men than women ore dying daily. 

An often asked question is: 
Why don't widows in Kenya re- 
marry? Tlie Rev Daniel Thcuri, 
the NCCK’s Nairobi region co- 
ordinator, slates: “In Africaivcus- 
loms, a wife is not only mnrned 
to her husband but also to die 
■whole clan and so upon the death 
of her husband, the clan would 
not let her leave the clan mem- 
bere to rc-marry . 

“For a widow with children, 
it is even more difficult to re- 
marry os the children are-also the 
.property of lire clan since they 
■re* named after relatives", he 
adds, 

Mrs Wauiaina shares similar 
sentiments when sheexplains that 
^cording lo African traditions, 




Oriambo (third from left standing) puses for a group picture with sortie of the beneficiaries of her organisation's 
work. 


especially among the Kikuyu, a 
woman is murried to- a family 
and an case of re -marriage, she 
would have to choose between 
her children and properly. If she 
remarries, the children automati- 
cally lose their property rights of 
die first marriage. 

She notes that women ore 
more dren men in Kenya and 
asks: If it is difficult for single 
girts to find men to marry them, 
what about widows? In her opin- 
ion, a widow considering re-mar- 
riage would have to obtain die 
consent of her children, some- 
thing which is rather awkward. 

Another reason why widows 
find it hnrd io re-ifiarry is that it is 
not easy to find a mat) of the 
woman's age who is not married 
and willing lo many. 

According. lo Mrs Wainaina. 
parenting has become tough es- 
pecially in these days of early 
retirement. Few arc ready to take 
the burden of caring for a wife 
and children who are not bio- 
logically theirs. 

CfltUway. 

When a woman loses her hus- 
band, she is suddenly plunged. 
into a traumatic experience as 
she -begins a new life. First, she 
t hos to go through the rigours of 
tire mourning-period, thc burial, 
Ibc 'demands of culture as well as 


othcrsocuMnl explanations which 
have mi even more devastating 
effect on her. 

In some cases, no sooner than 
the husband. dies, than relatives 
descend on the bereaved family 
like vultures, lo cart away what- 
ever their kin has left behind. In 
the huny to grab, the plight of the 
widow and her children is ig- 
nored. 

For Mrs Wainaina, who 
termed the situation of widows 
in Kenya as most alarming, once 
'the husbunddies, the recognition 
previously bestowed' upon the 
.wife is automatically withdrawn. 
She laments that there tias been a 
major shift in tradition compared 
to earlier days when it was the 
responsibility of relatives to take 
care of widows. Today the ten- 
dency is not to -help but plunder 
everything left behind by the 
hnsband and the marginalisation 
of the widow. 

Loneliness and isolation fal- 
low after (he funeral as friends, 
relatives and sympathisers retreat 
to the comfort of their houses 
and families. 

Some widows talk of the un- 
usual gap, a vacuum and empti- 
ness -which ore suddenly created 
and wliich they do not know how 
to fill. Thoy accuse the society 
and the church of being insensi- 
tive to what widows go through 
soon after the dcnih of their 


spuuses. 

How to cope with these prob- 
lems is the reason Mis Oriambo 
had when she founded the Wid- 
ows and Orphans Welfare Soci- 
ety of Kenya way back in 1 989. 

Being the only organisation 
in Kenya and the first in the world 
lo specifically -address itself Jo 
the plight of widows and orphans, 
the society deserves the support 
of everybody. 


In an interview in her 
Onyonka. Estate office, Mrs 
Oriambo, herself a widow, de- 
cried the fact that widows arc no 
longer accorded Ihe security llwy 
used to have Jn the pnsr. Her 
organization encourages them to 
come together nnd form groups 
through which they can bchelped 
to belter their lot. 

Mrs Oriambo described Ihe 
various categories of widows we 
have in this country but noted 
that whether they ore the poor, of 
middle or higher income groups, 
they all have problems which her 
organisation tackles. 

She challenged the churches 
lo re-considcr their priorities and 
put the ngendn of widows al the 
lop of their list. Accord ing to her, 
there is no single church in this 
country which can boast of hav- 


ing a purlieu I nr programme 
geared lo wurds the betterment of 
widows. 

What annoys Mrs Oriambu 
iiiosl is that several churches, 
some of which .she named, have 
continued to receive both finan- 
cial and material assistance so- 
licited on behalf of widows and 
yet little of such assistance ever 
gets to the intended bciveficiu- 
rics. 

■' Ret ailing her own experience 
when her husband died in 1986, 
Mrs Oriambo wished all those 
who care about llieplight of wid- 
ows could find ways and menus 
of saving widows Ihe suffering 
they hnvelo undergo. Her mother 
was ii widow nnd she remembers 
the trouble she underwent in try- 
ing lo save Hie fiunily land which 
wns being genbbed by a Seventh 
Day Adventists pastor. 

To her wliutavcr the social 
status of widows, they all suffer 
similar problems which range 
from loneliness to poverty. 

Asked wiry her organization 
is not coring for widowers us 
well, the head of this Christ inn- 
bnsed organization, replied that 
tile Bible tnlks of widows and rial 
widowers noting that since men 
are supposed. to lie the heads or 
fmnilics, their. role reinairp the 
sninc even after the death of their 
wives. Another reason she gave 
is that most men re-many upon 


the dentil uf I licit wives. 

Tliusliindul Mrs Or iambi n ni 
llie church's failure lu uplift wid- 
uws w.is echoed by lire Rev 
Thuurt who told Target that the 
church was weak and continued 
tu fail it ■ stand up and defend 
widows against powerful cultural 
forces :ts in the case of Mrs 
Wrunbiii Qiieno. 

"The church's altitude to- 
wards widow should change es- 
pecially when il overlooks their 
bio logical and psychological 
needs. Tile view taken by must 
church leaders of accusing the 
Ini llil'u I who dime lo the rescue 
of widows of being involved in 
adultery ought lo change. The 
whole question of (xilygnmy 
should be re-coiisuleied by the 
church in view of the widow- 
hood crisis Kenya is facing", the 
Rev Tficuri Bays. 

Rul what can be done by 
churches, Christians and the so- 
ciety in general to better the wel- 
fare of widows? First as il is 
being done by ihe Widows and 
Orphans Welfare Association, 
Christians mid churches should 
organise committees that meet 
frequently for prayers in which 
widows are invited. 

An alternative would be for 
Christians reorganise themselves 
into groups to make widows feel 
wanted and appreciated. This 
way they can live n full life de- 
spite their new status and the 
problems they laced. 

In die book of Timolhy (5: 16) 
three categories of widows are 
described. The first is Ihtil of 
1 widows who neither have chil- 
dren nor descendants of (heir 
own. Timothy says these should 
be cared for by the church. 

The second category is that 
of those whohnveclii Idren.These 
should be looked after by their 
children.' Lastly ore the young 
widows who should remarry or 
be taken care of hy fellow Chris- 
tians. 

Mrs Or ia mbo is firm that any 
church which is not caring for 
widows is not worth bcingcalled 
a church. Site laments that most 
churches are involved in leader- 
s hip wrangles i nslead of address- 
ing to the plight of widows. ‘ 


Plateful of challenges for BIG boss 




By Seth Musl8l 

The woman behind the 
Breastfeeding and Information 
Group-Kenya (BIG) has n plate- 
ful of challenges on her desk. 

. Alice Muhonja Kirambi, a 
! one-time, untrained primary 
school teacher and secretary, has 
the responsibility of “empower- 
ing women in this country to 
breast-feed”. 

“My position as chairman of 
BIG is challenging' in the sense 
that I spend much of my time 
focussing on what our organiza- 
tion would like Lo achieve,” she 
- told -me recently. To do this she 
has to look carefully at the mis- 
sion statement, its vision and Ihe 
results to be achieved. 

piG’s concern for [he last six • 
years or so has-been to look al Ihe 
possibility of promoting breast- 


feeding as this has meant revers- 
ing the attitude, especially among 
the elite Kenyan women, thnl 
breast-feeding was primitive, 
hence archaic. 

Alice is also aware Hint for 
such objectives [o be met, the 
needs of her staff have- to be 
catered for since BIG was also 
involved in training, counselling 
nnd food security. This is to en- 
able her staff to be properly 
equipped when answering ques- 
tions during seminars and work- 
shops. 

“For example, after soul- 
searching we have at least come 
up with Ihe idea of encouraging 
the creation of Income-generat- 
ing activities within the commu- 
nities with which we operate and 
this has enabled Us to solicit for 
funds and establish a credit 
scheme where women borrow 


up. to Sh 300,000 to be re-paid 
within a year” 

BIG has introduced* kitchen 
gardens to- targeted women's 
groups and schools, the idea be- 
ing to grow vegetables, for tho 
comity. 

Utilizing its own simple tech- 
nology, BIG recently (rninfid* 
women on how to preserve food 
nnd is working out a programme 
an'enviromncnl&l sanitation fol- 
lowing recommendations put to 
il by landlords and (heir tcnnnls 
in Kangemi. 

Alice argues that if women 
were given equal opportunities 
there would be pcuccin the coun- 
try and ils lasting effect would be 
greatly fell.”! would like to sug- 
gest that the civil service should 
integrate women in . its- 
programmes as women are good 
planners nnd also accountable," 


Of course [here ore a few who 
arc as corrupt as men, but Alice 
believes women, by nature, do 
not wish lo destroy whnt they 
have nurtured, particularly so 
because they ore children's lov- 
ers to whom they would want to' 
bestow their heritage. 

Women’s issues aside, what 
does Alice think about Kenyan 
politicians? “I think our polili- 
r Ginns have not understood wlial 
'democracy means in political 
pluralism and that- is why they 
* perceive each, other as epemies 
just bticnuse they happen to be- 
long lo different comps.'’ 

She snys Knuu politicians 
were extremely sensitive to any 
criticism or correction, however 
justified. "The oilier. problem is 
that the politicians on both sides 
appear to relish in subterfuge 
rather tlinn solve the problems 


facing the country,” sovs-she. 

Alice blames sonic of the 
women in responsible positions 
for failing to involve Ilia rural 
women in initial stages prior la 
major works! tops or conferences 
either locally or abroad affecting 
them. 


Bom on July 27, 1955, at 
Vuyiya village, Viyalo sub-lo- 
cation of Sabatia, Alice abended 
Viyalo primary andSi Stephen's 
nigh schools. 

After a short stint ns nil un- 
trained teacher, she took an ex- 
ecutive secretarial management 
course in Nairobi between 1977- 
79 before working, for the 
Nairobi-based All Africa Con: 
fercnce of Churches (AACC). . 
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Politics made easy 


Luring MPs, councillors to delect is undemocratic way to win suon** 

By Bla muel Njururl r ^ 1 



Having discussed die relation- 
ship between you and your mem- 
ber of parlinmeul in the first se- 
ries of Politics Mode Easy. we 
now pursue our quest to under- 
stand Parliamentary Dcmocrncy 
by exploring (he roLaliunship 
between the Slate Presidency and 
Parliament. 

We will again try to cx|>ouiuJ 
oji various aspects ol’ ilie iniri- 
catcrvlal imtsliip between the two 
institutions l>y asking questions. 
We ulready know that Parlia- 
ment is n Ixnly of people's repre- 
sentatives elected to the institu- 
tion which presides uver the gov - 
ernauce of their count i y. 

We shall now try to under- 
stand the relationship lielween 
pnrlinmcnt, the president, and the 
government and Itow you as u 
voter relate to the three poliiicul 
forces. It is ini|xirtaiit from the 
outset for the voter to understand 
that lw or she plays n vital rote in 
determining wbu gues to jKirlia- 
menl, who becomes the presi- 
dent and who forms the govern- 
ment at the time of costing his 
vote during elections. You Eiave 
a right to good governance and. 
you should therefore decide what 
kind of government you wish to 
put into power by voting freely 
and wisely. 

1 . What is the State Presidency? 
The State Presidency is the insti- 
tution headed by the president of 
n country with a republican sta- 
tus ns opposed to Kingdoms 
which have Hie institution of a 
monarchy bended by. a king, a 
queen or nn emperor. This is the 
highest office in any country 
which symbolizes nationhood 
a ixl whose occupant is die senior 
most citizen of the land. In very 
simple term n president enn be 
likened to a landowner with n 
tillc deed over his entire country 
mid all things contained therein. 

Incidentally, some presidents 
have behRvcd exactly like [hey 
personally own all the land nnd 
assets thereon, including thcciii- 
zenson Ihe land, in ihecxecuiion 
of llieir office. 

2, Hotv does one become Presi- 
dent? 

Thu president is elected by the 
people and he or she is generally 
the head of n political party that 
emerges victorious during pnr- 
lituneniary elections. He /she 
therefore becomes il\c Head of 
State and in most cases also the 
head of govemmcnUn Kenya 
any persmr above I ho age of 35 
years is eligible lo stand as a 
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The presidency 
and parliament 


presidential candidate. 

To stand for presidential elec- 
tion one has to be nominated ns n 
candidate for both parliament and 
presidential office by his politi- 
cal party. Usually the .presiden- 
tial candidate is also die chair- 
man of the political party spon- 
soring him but any other person 
can seek nomination to run for 
the presidency. His nomination 
papers -have to bo accompanied 
by signatures of 1 .000 registered 
voters. 

Just before the 1992 
imiliipaiiy elections the Presi- 
dential and Parliamentary Elec- 
tions Act was amended making 
it mandatory for a presidential 
cundidate to muster at lenst 25 
per cent of Votes east in five out 
of eight provinces as n reflection 
of national support. Your vote is 
therefore crucinl in the election 
of a president: 

The amendment to the Act 
lei'l the door wide open for n 
cundidate who may not get ma- 
jority votes but manages the 25 
percent support in the five prov- 
inces to become president. This 
meiinfi'the country can he ruled 
by a minority president. 

What ir no candidate plus- 
1*™ H»e 25 per cent support? 
The J i, w provides that in the event 
°1 ,,u candidate emerging with u 
clear 25 per cent support, the {wo 
candidates newest to such sup- 
port Would have a presidential 


election run-up. Thai means vot- 
ers would go back to ihe polls lo 
decide who takes over the presi- 
dency. 

4. Is the successful candidate 
Hie president of Ills winning 
party only or all Kenyans -in- 
cluding losers nnd their sup- 
porters? 

Lenders of political parlies arc 
by law sup|X)scd In be refered to 
as chairmen. However, whcnunc 
IS successfully elected us presi- 
dent, he or she is the president of 
the whole country mid not only 
his or her party. The president 
slmuld be supported by all. He or 
She is also expected to recipro- 
cate by supporting the process of 
democratic rule and development 
all over the country without dis- 
criminating against those who 
did noi siip|»rt him in the elec- 
tions. 

5, Should the successful presi- 
dential candidate attar form- 
ing govornmcnl punish those 
who did not support him/her? 
No. when the winning parly 
forms the government it becomes 
Ihe national government which 
should be .supported by all. The 
government is henceforth funded 
by all tax-payers and other pub- 
lic funds so it should hencfil all 
citizens regardless of their po- 
lilicnl affiliations. Any revenge 
can only mean disservice to the 
conn try nod its affected citizens. 
6. Should lie/she call upon nnd 
encourage opposition MPs to 
defect to his/her ruling party? 


No. in Kenya there have been 
detections I rout the upposiiion 
parlies umtd claims Hint somcuf 
■ bcui have been paid large sums 
ol money to abandon their par- 
lies. Tliis is a very undemocratic 
method of winning support. Any 
party wishing to populnrise itself 
nr endear itself to the public 
should seek support from the 
voters themselves nnd not indi- 
viduals. That is it should seek 
grass root support and not tlini of 
individuals driven by greed for 
muneyorothcrpohlicnl favours. 

Whenever there hns been a 
by-election because of defect ion. 
the voters’ turn out bus been dis- 
appointingly low indicating 
clearly that voters have been dis- 
appoinied with re|ieui exercises. 
•Smile funner MPs have lost re- 
soundingly while those success- 
ful have attracted less support ■ 
limn previously. This has also 
been reflected in many other hy- 
clections with a large measure of 
{Kililicnl apathy mid considerable 
waste of public funds. 

8. How long should one be 
president? 

According to the law as amended 
just before die elections in 1992. 
one can only be a president for 
two consecutive five-year terms 
after which lic/shc cunnot stand 
for presidential election. 

9 Whul is the role of tile. Presi- 
dent os Head ofStatennd Gov- 
ernment? 

The -Slate Presidency is a very 


inqwrtnnl institution in a coun- 
try and whoever occupies the 
office should he respected by aJL 
citizens regardless of their po- 
litical parties because the coun- 
try can only have one president 
ut a time. 

That does not mean that the 
occupant of the office and his 
system of government cannot be 
'iicised cm matters regarding 
public policy and style of gov. 
eminent. Such criticisms should 
be as constructive and genuine 
as possible mid made in good 
failli. They loo should be taken 
in the same spirit and not 
personalised as is so often the 
cuse in Kenya. 

In order lo understand the 
place the president occupies in a 
republican stale ns the head of 
stale and government let us ask 
more questions. 

10. Wliul is a Republic? 
hi a functioimi democracy a-Re- 
puhlic is a self-governing coun- 
try usually cnllcd independent 
state established by a coastilu-- 
lion as (lie supreme law of the 
land which also sets out the of- 
fice of the presidency and .a]] 
other government organs. The 
constitution also indicates 
whether- such a president will be. 
both the head of stale and gov- 
ernment or there will be the of- 
fice of the prime minister who 
then lakes charge of the dny-tu- 
% running of the government. 


Odinga for FOflD-K 

In a siui.iiiAn where ilk- | himi- 

r deucy occupies both offices he/ 
she is known ns Executive j»i, 

dent. When there in .i prime rout 
isler as head of government Hkii 
I he president is veiy iiimh die 
ceremonial figure head of the 
country whose fiinetiniis. ire gen- 
erally to officiate at stale tor- 
colonies although Ite/she still 
appoints the prime minister Iron) 
the parly with majority- pirlii- 
inenlaiy seats. 


1 1. YVhut exactly is the work of 
Hie President? 

The president is like captainm 
a ship oi -a general in an army. He 
is responsible for the direction 
and management of his country 
The president's office cddifics 
lint ionhood nnd deseivcs luynliy 
and respect by all Kenyans re- 
gardless of their political affilia- 
tions. 

12. How cun one man manage 
u big country with millions nr 
people? 

A president runs die comity, how- 
ever big, through tile system 
known us government. The gov- 
ernment has three main brandies 
namely; the Executive, which the 
president heads, ihe Legislature 
or Parliament and the Judiciary 
or the leg id system, which 
intcrprcius the Inwsof the land as 
enacted by 
parliament. 

The Executive incorporates 
the entire civil service, the police 
and the armed forces. Addition- 
. ally politicians appointed to the 
cabinet as ministers and assis- 
tant ministers arc infused into 
the system to -ensure that th« 
govemmenlinipleinenls the poli- 
cies and programmes of the rul- 
ing party The president also ap- 
points a vice president who is the 
lender of. government business 
in Parliament. 

To continue in the next 
issue 


^ , . mm ...u-ouue r residency is every Jay running of the government. issue 

^ attitud e, required for democracy to work 

hovibB dinner whilp uminliin^ RvIi'iipIaiI Ipa»i Vn.. n ..i 1...... _ vn y of democracy not m thecounlry, After all. ihpre llicv nre unino in«Mu l >Tiun«.„i<.ki »in> uni c 


Bgha Mzazi and his. family were 
having dinner while watching 
hews on television, 

. “1 am tired of all. this talk 
about democracy in lha nesys all 
the lime. [ think this talk about 
democracy is brought about by 
ypung people Who did not expe- 1 
Hence colonialism; 1 Anybody 
Who lived i^t those bad bid days 
khowsbow bad U was. We kicked 
thp Whit* man out of thii) qoiintry 
and now! rule ourselves. Wtut 
[he *e People 

• Mused; from 

andsaid l ,1 5 oni6 ; 


Extracted from You and even 

Leadership, nn Ecumeni- independent " Y ’ m>slenous nbout de " 

-tsfasas SrSS= 

ttviiu.iii.i-ii' ' — - ™ dcmocrnc y u n °l touch- freedom fo mpL then you know 

"T? " 0W l lb V°f-u' an, ^L mClW,,rc il wilh for sure that rt Country is Zl 
inql wc are independent. It is as if « gallon like imlk.Ajt a result i| is democratic " ’ 

they Would like us to go buck to ""Possible to say Uiat there is loo . Babn Mzazi an in i,„,i EM : . 

^ii°M byt - n z sans ; -rtaSS^sM 

■ *• lon * « m* taw Ita <M Hie government ilo^noi 

rnilicr, Iknotv thnt colonialism rre«doinloearmhcirlivintwl,iit 'bm — 

'.taUWfcl.dnaH. else do ilicy'neeil?" 8 

■•■ : Bscfi2Sssi Sfsssse 


they are going to say?TJiey might 
even be plotting against you.” 

Kijnnn Msomi snid; "I agree 
with you that there is nothing 
like total freedom. However the 
laws should be made to protect 
the people and not to harass 
them." 

Biiiti Bongo responded; “I 
don’t even know what we are 
arguing about. There is nothing 
to argue on the need for democ- 
racy and for itto come now. If we 
got rid of our present leaders 


, ■* ..safesss ■ aa ag i aa 


sister and said, "Arc you eo 
vinced that is so? Aw yousnyii 
that there is a switch somewhc 
nnd if it is pul on democracy w 
come immediately?" 

Binti Bongo said; "I am " 
talking about a switch. All I « 
saying is flint with the right I efll 
orship, it is possible to give poop 
■ their rights immediately. It is £ 
u matter of changing laws ar 
that is nil." 

Kijmiu Msomi replied. 

\ cun' change laws overnight b 
yoii cmmoi change people lb 
fust. Even today, fltere mv son 
good laws but they are misuse 

Turn to Page 14 
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Book Reviews, The Arts 


Aids: Are experts doing 
enough to stop its spread? 



This is the latest scries which 
.shows how different countries 
are coping wilh the Aids crisis. 
Bring afrancophone country one 
had thought that the Ivory Coast 
was predominantly Catholic. 

However, this is not the case. 
According to the authors 40-50% 
arc anintist with flic remainder 
divided between Christians and 
Moslems. There is little direct 
comment on the churches’ role 
in the crisis but reading between 
the lines reactions hove been " n 
mixture of four, panic, doubt nnd 
denial." 

As in Kcnyn the churches in 
the Ivory Coast need to get their 
act together if they are lo have a 
positive effect in countering Aids. 

In terms of the numbers of 
cases recorded up to June 1995, 
Kenya comes top with 5G;573 
while the Ivory Coast had 25,236. 
Ontlieoiherliartdthe Ivory Coast 
had more coses “than the com- 
bined total in the other eight 
francophone countries." Aids is 
now the main cause of death 
among adult men” although some 
other reports have indicated that 
road accident deoths were tend- 
ing to overtake Aids. 

The main message of .this 
book is that “prevention 
programmes which ignore care 
and support (of infected people) 
risk reinforcing the popular be- 
lief' tlial Aids does not exist." 
The Ivory Coast has an 
organisation of-HIV>-posilive 
people (PWA’s) called Ltnniere 
Action which tries to coinbnt 
misconceptions, help social in- 
tegration and care of PWA^s 
while taking part in campaigns 
lo inform people about the dis- 

"At Ihe moment... very few 
HIV positive ... are actively in- 
volved.. because of the hostile 
social environment." 

An organisation that uses a 
Christian approach is’ CASM - 
The Centre for Social" Medical 
Assistance. They provide coun- 
selling; tests and treat affected 
people. 

Counselling is absolutely 
critical in the case of Aids nnd is, 
incidentally, neglected in many 
Kenyan hospitals and clinics. In 
[he Ivory Coast many "arrive not 

Stewing that they are HIV -posi- 
tive." 

TheDireclorof CASM states 
“tet The Christian gospel is cen- 
tral to our work because it's such 
an important tool to help people 
j.^,^ moaning and hope in 

Spoil say 

Admdial issue thalthe church 

h« fo come to terms with is that 
oi condoms; c A SMteachesthat 

S/. 0 - are WV positive 

• dither use condoms or 

• -. ompletely from sexual 

. ^aitqniliips.’’ 

' ' G AS M team says: 

■ ■' . “®,*liU many patients who 

. . .. >f< to condoms because . 


Title: Filling the gaps: Care 
and Support for People with 
HIV! Aids in Cote d'Ivoire 
Author: Wiliiam et al 
Obtainable from: TALC 
P.O. Box 49, Si Albans, 
AL1-5TX.UK. 

Reviewed by Ronald Walts 

they say it would spoil sex for 
them. We try lo point out to them 
that their behaviour is murder- 
ous. it's killing other people." 

Others refuse lo tell their 
spouses that they are positive 
but “keep sleeping with them. 


without using condoms. By 
maintaining un anti-comluin 
stance some churches are encour- 
aging such behaviour. 

A major challenge involves 
convincing medical profession- 
als of flic need lo counsel (hose 
who are infected - in their own 
interests Inn also to reduce the 
spread of HIV throughout the 
population. 

As in Kcnyn, "koiiil- doctors 
are worried about becoming in- 
fected.. themselves, others are 
anxious about the elTcel of un 
HIV positive result on the in- 
fected person and his family ,. 


many mure are iinafilc to JcmI 
with the new mi until m of having 
no drug-, to cure a medicul condi- 
tion.” 

The easy way out is iu icier 
the patient somewhere else... or 
to a triulilionul healer. 

This book should be useful 
for convincing medics, nurses 
and lay |ieup]e of the need In 

examine llieir consciences loses* 
whether they are doing enough 
about this plague. For Christ inns 
it is imjioiiHiil that they consider 
whether they could do more in 
caring for jicuplc who nre in- 
fected with HIV. 


Tool for commercial living 


We establish and develop our 
relationship with God through 
prayers. Prayers arc our irjiicr 
self that we tell God lo grant us 
.grace and strength as we con- 
tinue living in this world. The 
scripture-is calling us to respond 
to itself in prayer. 

We are because God is, and 
Christ is. but I am because wc 
arc. Thai is, in a sense for the 
prayer, first of all, n communal 
activity. What wc du ask for in 
prayer are more or less things 
which also Affect our commu- 
nity. 

"There are two kinds of 
prayers, the extempore and the 
scripture, or scripted prayers. 
Although we may use flic scrip- 
ture for intellectual study, which 
is a good thing to do, the scrip- 
ture is not given to us so that we 
may qsc il as academic material 
for analysis nnd argument, but to 
guide, waritj humble, strengthen 
and inspire us so that we may 
develop otir relationship with 
God fully and effectively. 

This explains frhy Richard 
Morgan has conic up wilh 
scripted prayers that borrows 
from the themes of Paul’s mes- 
sages lo the- Galatians nnd 


Book : Pray wilh Paul: Prayers 
from Galatians & Ephesians. 
Author: Richard Morgan 
Publisher: .Uzima Press, 
Nairobi, 1994 Pages : 62, Price 
Sh 95. ISBN. 9966-855-6 
Reviewed by: TervilOkoko 

Ephesians. 

Set prayers, flic author snys in 
the preface, can be lielpful in 
focussing on the more unchang- 
ing message of scripture, named 
Ihe prayer of the wider Christian 
community, as well ns helping us 
• if we ore not gifted in, or need 
practice- in, particular sorts of 
prayer. 

The first 36 pages nrc a pre- 
serve for those prayers flint bor- 
row from the letters lo Galatians. 
.There nre prayers or thanksgiv- 
ing to God for giving us life and 
hope by creating us. the 
acknowledgement of God’s 
grace nnd peace, salvation, guid- 
ance nnd protection. 

There are also prayers asking 
for Ihe truth of your gospel and 
discernment to see clearly what 
that truth is. 

The remaining pari of the 
book contains prayers that draw 


Problems of 

.This small book is a rendition of 
thousands of young girls’ tearful 
stories. It raises the thorny ques- 
tion of teenage sex at n time 
when Kenyans ore debating 
whether or not to introduce sex 
education in schools. 

Basically,. Kiss Me Sweet 
Baby is the story of-SLndie, a 
young_schoolgirJ who like any ' 
other teenager dreams of idcnllic 
love nnd the Prince Charming. 

Underlining the common 
tragedy of the teenage girl in our 
present society is Siudie’s igno- 
rance of hcrowii biological con- 
stitution. When Ben. a sly man- 
about-town youth appears in 
S indie's life, she is predictably 
swept off her feel. The rest is a 
natural consequent- Sindic falls 
pregnant and her"Princc Charm- 
ing" bolls for his dear life. 

Confused, lonely- and shat- 
tered, the young girl considers 
abortion at. the prodding of her 
irresponsible lover. Only her 
Christian friend Ruth’s counsel- 
ling and comradeship pulls back 


teenage sex on focus 

. .. . ■ and other aesthetic accompniii- 

Book: Kiss Me Sweet Baby mcn,s under the content. 

Authors: Bruce and Carol . H^ever,. lhe ^nsive use 

oi dtulogue ensures for the story 
... . ... L nfasipacclhnt maintain the reiid- 

Publishers: Uzima Press, crs ’ uppuiite. 

Nairobi. PP. 102 Thebook hns crcntivcly pre- 

Year: 1995 seated the otherwise bland mes- 

Reviewer: M ultima Ruteere sage of sexual responsibility in a 
— — ■■■ — form that ensures it n wide rend- 


Ihe youngster from the plunge 
into the abyss of this horrendous 
act. 

She reconsiders nnd bravely 
hears the responsibility of a 
mother which she Jins been to- 
tally unprepared for. It is lo God 
and Christian teachings that she 
reaches out for support in her 
moment of turbulence. 

Bruce nnd Carol Britten have 
crafted (his booklet asa means of 
reaching out to Lite youth with a 
message of hope. The book is 
written from a Christian per-spec? 1 
live. 

Stressing the message over 
the- fprm. ihe authors have sub- 
merged. character development 


ership. HotVdoes man relate wilh 
God once he hns soiled himself 
wilhsin? is the question it scums 
lo raise. 

Bruce mul Carl Britten sug- 
gest (hat il isout of weakness tluii 
man discovers God's strength. 
Love is depicted as heyond physi- 
cal relationship. It is not lust and 
every young |ierson had belter ho 
warned. 

The summing up won! lor 
this story is responsibility, ihui 
whatever action you lake, you 
Ciinnol esenpe its responsibility 
as .Sindic tearfully finds out. 

This novelette olTers invalu- 
able guidance to the young in 
society. 
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I heir themes from the book of 
Ephesians. The snlicnt lltenius 
here ate: trusting in Jesus' stor- 
ing love for us. being grateful to 
God's love, creation, will, salva- 
tion through His son Jesus Christ. 

There is also the theme of 
trust, hope, humility, unity and 
harmony, suffering and endur- 
ance, holiness and righteousness, 
wisdom -and truth, honesty and 
wholelieartedncss and, a loving 
interest and concern for each 
other, that we may comfort, en- 
courage and -help each other as 
members of one family brought 
together. 

This book is a blessed tool for 
communal Christian living. The 
problems, hardships, delights and 
aspirations are seen from a com- 
munul angle making the noble 
clirisiian theme of sharing as- 
sume nn ever-ruling prudence. 

Morgan’s is a worthy contri- 
bution of cdniemporising 'the 
Galatian and Ephesian problems 
-ut the time of Paul and 
coulcxlunlising what were expe- 
rience into practical prayers 
which are applicable today. 


Kakn, 19: Social problpnis are man-ipade evils 

Sky's the limit for 
young gospel singer 


Kakn Paul is a young man blessed 
with the nrl of singing lor l lie 
Lord. Born in 1976 of a peasant 
family in Arusha, Tanzania, the 
young man is set iu preach the 
gospel ilirough sing-song. His 
gospel is salvation, his concern 
is social uprightness. 

From 1985 to l992,KakaPmi! 
attended priinary . school in 
Arusha upon which he sni for his 
Standard seven examination. In 
January 1993; he joined flic Dar- 
es-Snlaam piano centre where he 
learnt playing keyboard. He had 
set his mind on making gospel 
music after having got saved in 
.1989. 

From the centre, he worked 
as a hottseboy for four monl hs. It 
was during this -rime that Paul 
started hiring keyboards from 
K.K.T Lm lie ran church, Dar-es- 
Salnam, nnd .began composing 
songs as lie had stoned gaining 
professional experience. It is Ihe 
inspiration arising from his sal- 
vation that made him see himself 
as a gospel singer. He could com- 
pose nnd polish Ihe songs with- 
out recording. 

However, by the end of 1 993. 
he started recording in audio- 
tapes using radio cassettes. Tins 
was shortlived us he could not 
afford tlic cost uf fife by only 
depending on the music enreer, 
given that he did not have It is 
own equipment, iiis nge though, 
notwithstanding. 

In 1994. Kakn slopped piny-' 
ing music lo look for money in 
employment su that he could af- 
ford recording. Actually record- 
ing his songs wits his most daunt- 
ing dream and it was out of Ibis 
dream that lie decided lo work as 
a waiter in un Arusha hotel tor 
one year. 

i, He worked hard saving his 
little salary to achieve his dreimi. 
In 1995. the saved gospel-.smgcr 
dec iiled to venture Out o f T a iv/a • 
nia. He carried his saving with 
him and came to Nairobi will) the 
ambit ion o I' record ing li in si mgs. 

On July 27. flic same yeai«. 
Kaka emered Baptist Studio. 


By T&rvll Okok o 

ThikaRoad, and when he walked 
out, he had managed lo record 
the first volume of his songs. 

The volume under Ihe tube] 
Wnsafiri Gospel Music-Aruslin 
Tanzanin.Knldwell.This boosted 
his fimuiciul position and also, 
acted us a bo ojuo his inspiration 
to record more. Right now. he 
has fivu volumes yet to be re- 
corded. of which volumes two 
and tluce urc just about lo hit the 
. streets. 

On sponsorship, Kaka says 
that although heisnoirichenough 
to afford recording studio 
charges, Jesus will sponsor him. 
He also preaches and prays for 
bis parents, wilh hope that one 
day live glory of God will set 
upon them. 

His humble nature is also 
noticeable in his voice ox he talks 
and sings, but his messages are 
strong and convincing. 

Volume one titled "Wiiiw w« 
Mungu Msihangaishwe na 
Ulimnvugn " is a plea inihediif- 
thvn of Gntl it » feline forth and 
glorify Him. Jesus is soon com- 
ing us the song prays to Our 
Father that he be useful io Him. 
The social problems that inflict 
the modem society is not spared 
by this young man's soft but cau- 
tionary voice. 

Although tnuny might have 
mistaken It is voice for the evan- 
. gelist Fauslin Muiiislu’s.Kakn's 
is softer and humbler us his mes- 
sages draw more from the expe- 
rience of salvation ;utd upright- 
ness. 

He sees the social problems 
as uun-made evils which van be 
dispensable. The dispensation 
only being possible when w.o 
know Jesus. 

Life wiihoul Jesus is useless, 
lie sings jn tine of his songs 
WuiutcfiinjN Dmiiiini. Other wise, 
llu* young up-and-coming gus- 
•pel singer is raring to reach flic 
skies ' 
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KNOW YOUR 
CLERGY 




By Seth Musisi 


Change of attitude 
heeded in democracy 

From Page 12 * 


‘Quakers 

lacking in 
leadership 

Pur newly n ccntuiv the f limbi. r "As I .1 1 1 
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Pur newly a ceniuiy the Quaker 
Church lint been proclaiming the 
Christian mess u go ol' salvation 
in Kenya. 

But ru»f every Quaker Hi inks 
l liccliurcli, nlsu known ns Friends 
Cliurcli or Religious .Society of 
Friends has lived up to its expec- 
tations. This is because of lack of 
inspiring leadership." 

One such person who si rung ly 
believes the church has a long 
way to go in fulfilling its pro- 
phetic ministry, is Mr Fred 
Shivnko Imbugwa. an. evange- 
list witlr the Mission Commis- 
sion of Friends Church, 
Mombasa. 

Says Imbugwa; "Quakers 
need spiritual food so much be- 
cause the church lenders appeur 
to have lost direction in the word 
ofGod." 

The evangelist, who says the 
Mission Commission's function 
is preaching, is disappointed tlut 
instead, of preaching the good 
news, sonteortlte church leaders 
preached divisions, danism and 
even tribalism. 

Our Quaker leaders have 
failed to educate their members 
on the need to give more to the 
work of our Lord and instead 
appeared to be only competing 
far the kingdom of this earth." 
says jhc 27-yenr-oId evangelist. 
Imbugwa, who conics from 
• Isukhn i tr Knkamcgn district, ex- 
plains thnt in 2 Corinthians 9: 10 
Paul appeals to the people r in this 
world to be generous towards 
others as God who is the supplier 
and giver of everything can sup- 
ply even more irciv is lians emu- 
rued Him. 


Look down 

The evangelist does not just 
stop there. He refers lo Matthew 
?:I6, which says that the good 
works by n Christian will be 
known by his deeds, 

"I therefore call upon tiky fel- 
low youths to rise up and work 
for Jhc goodwill 6f the Quaker 
Church, beemtse in J .Timothy 
4:12 we see that the apostle Paul 
is giving n sention of courage 
rlttit hs we nro young, never should 
wc let anyone look down otitis, 
btU we s ho Li Id be tin example for 
4ho believers in our speech, con- 
duct, Jove, faith mid purity, "snys 
the evangelist, . 

Yrnen ! met Ini bug vv a re- 
• tentiy during a workshop of 
eltii'ih leaders in Mombasa, hu j 
nie he got tp know about the ' 

Wbik o f the Lord six yeora ago 

OT-lha Sunday of Octobor 14 
49M. 


"As I was sleeping, I heard a 
i v,, ‘ve and iniiucdiaivly there was 

a flush which looked like light- 
ening and the whole ruoin wjis 
full of light and mil there n voice 
.wits cii Ding, ' Imbugwa', 

Tiiibugwa."* he recalled. 

He was tongue-tied and in a 
mot ne ill som cone held ligli t ly on 
his neck so that it was impossible 
lo speak. All ol sudden he started 
trembling and found himself on 
the floor unable to cry or utter a 
word. 

While still in that condition, 
he could hear two songs in 
Kiluhyu and (lien n voice asked: 
‘‘What arc you doing nnd where 
arc you?" He answered that he 
did not know. 

The evangelist recalls Hun 
while still in that condition, two 
books in the Bible were revealed 
to him. One whs Jeremiah 33:3, 
"Call unto me I will answeryou;" 
Hie other wns Isaiah 6:7, “When 
shall 1 send you to serve me?" 

He started crying as lie asked 
God to forgive him for his sins. 
"Between mo and (he wall Icould 
uoiicv on object like a tree, yei 1 
could not see its limits either at 
the lop or bottom." he said. 

Mass wedding 

Imbugwa said he then 
struggled and even culled his 
brother-in-law from the next 
room. But the brother-in-law,, 
who is the presiding clerk of 
Friends Church , Magongo. coiild 
not hear him. All this timohewns 
still wrestling with the forces 
which had con fronted him and • 
this went on till morning, when 
ho wns defeated. 

"That morning I explained to 
iny brother- in -I aw nil what had 
happened to me during the night 
nnd a! I lie su id was ih at wc should 



Evangelist Imbugwa... youth should rise up and work fur 
the good of Quaker church. 


P»iy- He then left the Irium.-," 
said the evangelist who is yv| [ U 
make a decision on when li> get 
married. 

Surprisingly he said nl about 
tpn Hint morning as he was taking 
tea there was a repeal of what 
happened 10 him the. previous 
night. -This made him ston pmy. 
ing and later he decided Jo lost. 

And tltcn one Thursday while 
in n fellowship ril Kongo wen. he 
snw.liow God used him and from 
then on he stalled regular fellow- 
ship. 

• Evangelist Imbugwa con- 
wxles that marriage is nn impor- 
tom institution in liumnn life; 
however he has not drought of 
getting uiHiricd for personal rea- 
sons. 

He is against exlnivugant 
weddings which he says had be- 
come Hie order of the day in 
Kenya and inslcnd-suggcsls that 
the unmarried should opt for 
simple wedding ceremonies, es- 
pecially mass weddings or sim- 
ply registering marriages at the 
Office of Attorney General or 
D.C.'s office. 

Before moving lo Mombasa, 
Imbugwa was ayouih leader with 
Milimani Friends Church. 
Eldorei. He told me thnt the 
Qunker Church lias lwo other 
bodies — Finance and Stcwaid- 
slrip and Service Commission ns 
well as Mission Commission. 

Friends Church, Mombaso. 


lluougli the Serv ice Commission, 
had undertaken development 
plans such as a nursery school at 
Friends Church. Sparki. Also, the 
church's youth had acquired a 
plot at Kuloleni where they in- 
tend to start poultry farming. 

The Mombasa Region of 
Friends Church had acquired a 
plot at Likoni where it would 
build a centre similar lo Friends 
Centre of Nairobi. 

Tlie project will include car- 
pentry, nursery school, boarding 
and lodging facilities for its 
church members as well as 
women-rclnlcd activities to gen- 
erate income for the church. 

Imbugwa said through mem- 
bers’ initiatives, some funds had 
been generated for building of u 
pastor's house at Friends Cliurcli, 
Spurki. 

Fred Shivoko Imbugwa was 
bom on June 25. 1969, and at- 
tended primary school at 
Murhanda and Isukhn. before 
joining secondary school nl 
Biijimibn in Busia district. 

He later joined Rift Valley 
Technical Training Institute for 
three years specialising in enr- 
peuiry and joinery. 

The leiuh in a family of eleven 
of the late Clement Imbugwa 


From Page 12 

; by people 111 |x i wci. For example 

J the law say-, that the police should 

: uricsi only when they have a 

warrant ol arrest in some' eases. 

| However, do they bother to get 
warrants any more?” 

Mama Mzazi started collect- 
ing plates and ns she did so said; 
Me 1 urn old and so long as this 
thing called democracy does not 
affect my cows, I don't mind, 
Don't you agree Baba Mzazi." 

Baba Mza/i nudded and said. 
These young people tlon 'j know 
lliere was a lime we bud no votes. 
Now we have a chance lo vole 
every live years and remove the 
people we don't want. What is 
bigger democracy than that?" 

Kijaiia Msomi pissed his fa- 
ther a glass of water and said. 
Yes we do vote every five years 
but thill is just a small tiling in 
ci eating democracy. Democracy 
is shown by other things, mo. 
and it i s not just about govern- 
ment." 

■'What tlo you mean?" asked 
Baba Mzazi? 

"What I mean is that it has to 
.do with how people are gov- 
erned in every area of life. For 
instance, I did not like whnt hap- 
pened when you Jail sent me lo 
the annual meeting of our co- 
operative society." 

"What happened?" asked 
Mnnin Mzazi curiously. 

"Thechainnanjust talked and 
talked. Then alter he finished, 
other committee members also 
spoke. By the. time they were 
through, the members did not 
have a chance to ask questions," 

Baba Mzazi shook his head 
and snid, “Why should people 
ask questions? Don’l you know 
that so many of them arc igno- 
rant such that if you give them n 
chance to ask questions, you will 
be just wasting lime? At the same 

time, some of them just askques- 

tiuns lo annoy the management 
committee." 

Nohooe 

"But falher,"proiesled Kijnnn 
Msomi. "democracy is about 

rwinln i 


psarisa ^Sgs£ 

• smd: That is not possible in this 


country . The other day. d „ 

' 1Cr ul HU ; S««ld waseuij 
becaiiM- of quest uaui^. Ifl [. ... 
die members we U WllL J 
Nan obi to a seminar %pe, a 
money. The member wa> ^ 
° lowing disrespeu ,o dw 
chairperson who w«% Hie leader 
of delegation. It shows ihz * 

you don’t dicck your ntouikifc 

will get into I rouble. I m3 L 
nobody dared to oppose ifen. 
pulsion of the member!" 

Binli Bongo said; “[film C] . 
happen in your guild and 
lowed to go on, wliat dev J0C 

Hunk is happening in mhofin 
organisations? The same! Tlu 
is not democracy and surely \ 
moerney is democracy at wbul, 
ever level," 

Kijana Msomi Imiglu-d a H j 
said. "Now I see wc believe ih, 
same thing. Unless psiplelesu 
to he democratic where ever tlio 
arc, then there is nohopeolini 
ing the government dmnocwtii. 
That is why I wns telling you Hu 
bringing democracy is not lie 
flicking a switch on andeqvu- 
ing light instantly. [| require, 
changing people's all nudes." 

J usl as they were talking. UK- 
family 's favourite Saturday 
programme conic on television. 
They nil turned their aiieniiomo 
it. 

Points to ponder 

1. Do you agree with Baba 
Mzazi that changing from a bad 
political system to a belter one is 

the snnie us the achievement of 
democracy? Explain youiniswtf. 

2. Discuss why some people 
who think like Baba Mzazi that 
when a country becomes inde- 
pendent it is ns good as gaining 
democracy. 

3. Do you agree with Binli 
Bongo that democracy con conie 
overnight if lhc.pcoplc wished? 
Explain your answer. 

4. The examples of the co-op- 
erative society and the guild are 
common. Give examples from 
your community of 
organisations nnd behaviour * 
shown in the stoiy. 

5. Democracy begins ut hufflt 
What do you understand by tin' 
statement? Give examples from 
your experience. 

6. Do you agree with H 8 ? 11 
Mzazi that there etui he no B,a * 
freedom ? Why? 

7. Highlight some of the h* 
lures of democracy indicated is 
the above story. 


. vi jwwoie minis the above story. 

o itics part of pastors concerns, says clergyman 

Dir D«1L • • _ 
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The Rev Ochola 


— niust atso ad- 

dress their mental and physi- 
cal requiremenis, the NCCJC 
Desk Co-ordinaior foi 1 Evan- 
gelism one} Church Growih, 

the Rev Chalton Ochola, has 

said. 


, The Rev Ochola s, 
voices from the pulpit reb 
ing all kindsof evil should 
heard ail the time. 

He said lhe mission 

Jesus Christ was to save n 

from sin, liberate the f 
pressed and challenge 1 
Oppressive structures w 
socially alienated, eec 1 ! 0 * 
caliy exploited and pol illca 
oppressed vulnerable 
such as lhe poor, women. c* 
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Children’s Corner 


Kindness pays, 
clever but cruel 
schoolboys learn 


SUAQE THE DOTTED AREAS 


The iluce boys of Upendo Pri- 
mary School were excited us 
never before. They had just sal 
rticir Standard Eight cxainina- 
lion and would score impressive 
pades. 

But that was not (lie only rco- 
wn for iheir excitement. Three 
months earlier, a wealthy man 
h»J sent a letter lo (heir- hcud- 
mibtcr offering to give Icmpu- 
ruy jobs to the best three stu- 
dents of the Standard Eight class 
when they finished writing lhe 
«ams. 

The man who wns called Mr 
Musa, owned a biscuit manufac- 
turing company and lhe three 
would work uttlii they joined sec- 
ondary school. 

The boys, Kamnu. Mwnngi 
and Njogu were the best in ihal 
order. The headmaster had sent 
word to Ml Musa that he had 
selectedihc candidates and gave 
him their names. 

The boys walked excitedly 
from Upendo Shopping Centre 
carrying letters from the head- 
master introducing them lo lhe 
tycoon. None of them hod ever 
met him but (he headmaster had 
given them directions on Jiaw 
they would tocatchis company. 

“It will be a very rare tilings 
h) happen", Njogu observed as 
ihey crossed the main road mid 
followed a narrower murrain road 
that led towards the induslrinl 
sector of the shopping centre. 

It had rained heavily al uighl 
ud there was mud all over. Pools 
of water lay on (he road in pol- 
lutes and . (hick mud stuck on 
their shoes. 

"Everyone in lhe village will 
respect us. We will have, a lot of 
money to spend on weekends 
Kum cm said. 

"Wc will have n lot to thnnk 
Mr Musa for, Not many people 

offer jobs without being re- 
quested. I uni sure he must be a 
vcry : generous man," Mwangi. 
lhe humblest of the three said. 

They walked for some dis- 
tance and then found o car that 
had got -stuck in mud. ll was n 
new Toyota. Tlie driver, an old 
n»n who must have been uround 

years old wns alone in the car 
ttntj ho .was trying despernlely to 
dnvo. 

"This man must be a fool, 
j Bow can he drive on this read 
j and 1« knows thai it rained nl 
j n ‘8hl and the car will stick in the 

I Kamau asked bi n low 

I lone. . 

. “U was no( his fault that the 
c v stuck ih the mud," Mwangi 
said, ■ 

j' - 1 

. . uood morning boys, could 
please help me get the car 
j 0l J. of the mud? the old man 
•sktfd. He wore q while Muslim 
a pair oE spectacles, 
y. Wearejn a hurry, wc must , 
“fSoniewherebynineO’cIock." 

‘ ‘utd walked past lhe 

. . ;.r • Xpu^ioulihaveknownthaL 
stick. in : the quid 


David Karania 


old man. Now gclyoursclfouiof 
a problem of your own making," 
Njogu said and followed Kamau. 

"We sltould help Ihe old man. 

U is not his fault that the enr got 
stuck in imid,"_Mwangi said his 
eyes pleading with the two boys. 

"You can help him but if you 
arrive lute you will lose u golden 
chance," Njogu said derisively. 

"You two cun go. I will help 
the old man," Mwnngi snid and 
slopped by the car. "I will help 
you get the cor out. You try lo 
drive it and I will push from 
behind.” Mwangi said. 

"Thnnk you my son. 1 will 
appreciate your help," the old 
mnnsflid.Mwangididallliecould 
to push from behind. But try as 
hcmay.thccarcoiuinuedgetting 
stuck in- the mud. 

Don't worry 

"I think we should put stones 
nnd leaves on the road. Thai will 
prevent the wheels from slicking 
in tire mud." Mwangi suggested 
as they paused for breath. 

"I think it is a good idea. Let 
us collect the stones. 1 hove u 
pangn in the car, wc can uSe it lo 
cut the leaves." the old maivsaid 
ns he removed the punga from 
under the back seal. 

The old man cut tree brunches 
while Mwnngi collected stones 
and spread litem on the roud and 
under the car. When they were 
satisfied that the stones and loaves 
wore enough ihcoldmungoi into 
the car and began to try to drive 
it while Mwangi pushed from 
behind. 

The effort paid off. The' 
wheels stopped digging deeper 
into the mud and the cur slowly 
began lo move forwards. 

Theold man smiled. "Gel into 
tlie. car my son. you huve been 
very good to me," he told 
Mwangi. 

"I hove so much mud on my 
' clothes, I will make the seals of 

your car dirty.,*' Mwnngi said. 

“Don't worry son, just get 
in," the old man suid and asked: 
"Where are you going?" 

"We ore going to Upendo 
' Biscuits -Ltd. Tlie owner of the 
company is offering us tempo- 
rary jobs. He is called Mr Musa." 
Mwnngi said. 

"You have finished school?" 
lhe old man asked and Mwangi 
noticed the smile on his face. 

“Yes we hove just done the 
Standard Eight exam. Mr Musa 
said that the best three students 
in ourclass will work itiliis com- 
pany. We are the best three. 
Mwangi said. 

"The other two boys are very 
unkind. Why can't they help-un 
old man like me?" the old man 
asked. 

- * "Well, spine people are li|se 
that, Mwangi snid with a smile 
trying to calm the old man's Feel- 
. 'ings ngninsl Kamnu and Njogu. 


They drove in silence for 
some time until they tuine lo a 
large building from which heavy 
smoke was filtering 1'iuimhe roof. 
A loud sound of engines could be 
heard. Al llui gale was a neon 
sign which rend: Upendo Bis- 
cuits Ltd. 

"I wi II drive you into the com- 
pound. This is wlrcre you are 
coming, isn'.l it?" '(Ire old man 
asked as he drove into the com- 
pound. 

"Yes", Mwangi snid. When 
the cur stopped n short distance 
from the office' entrance, (lie old 
man opened the door and Mwangi 
walked out of the cur. 

“Don’t worry iny boy. you 
will get the job." the old man 
said. 

Mwangi hurried into ihe of- 
fice. He didn’t see the old man 
gel out of the cur nnd go to Ihe 
building’s other cAlnuico. At the 
reception he found Njogu and 
Kamau. He explained lo ihe re- 
ceptionist that he wauled to see 
Mr Musii mid he wns told m wail 
together with his two colleagues. 


“You musllfc crazy Mwnngi. 
How do you expect to be offered 
the job when you are dirty nil 
over? You sliould nut have helped 
that old man to gel his car out of 
ihe mud," Njogu said scornfully. 

“Did the cur get out?" Kamau 
asked. 

"Yes. it did. it was n long ■ 
struggle." Mwnngi .said. 

"Mr Musn snys you can now 
go and see him," the receptionist 
anid after talking on the tele- 
phone. 

Tlie boys rose from tlw seat 
and (he receptionist showed them 
to Mr Musa’s office . 

The boys were surprised to 
see the some old man whose car 
had stuck in inud in lire office. 

"What can I do for you boys?" 
Mr Musa asked, studying them 
keenly. 

Njogu and Kamnu exchanged 
glances nnd they were nimble to 
spcttK ns they were full of shame. » 
It was Mwnngi who- spoke and 
explained the purpose of their 
visit, a story which wns a repeti- 
tion of the one lie hud told him in 
the enr. 

"You will get the jobMwaiigi 
but your friends will not gel it. 
They were very unkind to me 
when they refused to help me. 
Tliis should leuch them to he 
kind lo other ]>euplc. They enn 
got out or the office now. 1 will 
remain with Mwangi." Mr Musn 
said. 

Tlie two boys could nut be- 
lieve wlint ihey hemd. "How aui 
this happen?" each of them 
seemed lo wonder as they re- 
mained standing hoping that Mr 
Musa would change his mind. 
He did not. 

As they walked out of Ihe 
compound they knew that it was 
not Mwangi. hut them, who had 
lost a golden chance. 



Telegram makes lonely 
pupil popular at last 


Assembly lime in Tuinnini 
School was pml or the school's 
activities Mbnnacho limed. Ev- 
ery dny during asscmhly time, 
his school mates received letters 
from friends, llicu families, etc. 

For the Inst seven and n half 
years Mbnnacho had not received 
n letter even by hand delivery. 
He was in Standard Eighrnnd it 
was second term. 

His friends often tensed him 
about his not getting any letter. 
"Perhaps your parents are wait- 
ing until next term lo send you a 
very nice success cord thnt will 
make sure you pass your K.C.P . E. 
with flying colours.'' one would 
sny. 

That. Mbnnacho knew, was 
mere mockery. But the most hurt- 
ing comment wns iliul perhaps 
he hod no friends. pnrcntsof rela- 
tives. "Are you nnoiplinn?" some 
pujrils would confront and ask 
him. 

There was no reply from 
Mbnnacho. Instead he fell more 
and more lonely. 

His dormitory mates were the 
worst. In the evening nfter prep, 
tliey decided to read Iheir letters. 
Some rend llwm loudly ns if lo 
themselves while in truth they 
were targeting Mbunacho’s ears. 
Others were bald enough lo usk 
Mbnnacho to listen lo the mes- 
sages contained in their letters. 

* Some letters had very sweet 
messages, nice promises nnd 
some were accompanied by gifts 
such ns pocket money. 

Mbunnclio longed lor a day 
when the would receive n Idler 
and show offlo his friends. There 
were limes he even contemplated 
writing and posting n letter to 
himself just to prove to the doubl- 
ing Thomases in the school Ihtit 
he could also receive letters. 

Then one morning during as- 
sembly lime, Mbnnncho heurd 
his name being culled out. He 
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doubted whether he had hunrd 
the prefect correctly. This made 
him hesitate to go to the front of 
lhe hall. 

Was the prefect playing sonic 
kind of trick on him, or lie wns 
really calling him hut for .some- 
thing else mid uoin lellcr?Thougli 
pupils around him nudged mid . 
pushed him (o go. he still re- 
mained rooted where lie was con- 
vincing himself thnt it was just a 
kind of morning dieurii which 
would end as dramatically as it 
had come. 

"Yes, it is a dream and it is 
going to pass," he said silently to 
himself while the rest in the hull 
wondered whether some numb- 
ness or paralysis had seized their 
school -mute. 

"Mbnnncho Wunaniemc!” 
tlie prefect called out for the sec- 
ond time louder nnd dearer limn 
the first lime. 

That is when Mbnnacho left. 
Iiis place in the assembly nnd 
walked slowly towards the pro- 
file l not even sure of whut lie wns 
doing The eyes or everybody in 
the hull escorted him lo tlie front 
with n lot of curiosity. 

The prefect handed 
Mbnnacho a telegram. Tire other 
pupils could not believe it. They 
had received letters, cards, 
money, or postal orders but not 
telegrams. To diem a tele gram 
wus a thuusund times more supe- 
rior to uny oilier kind of mail. 

Mbnnacho, nil of a sudden, 
turned mil to be n hero among 
ilium. They followed him wher- 
ever he went and urged him lo 
read the telegram in their prev 
• cnee but he refused. 

How could he. of nil people, 
receive n telegram which noother 
pupil hud ever received? And 
whul message did this telegram 
contain? Why did Mbnnacho 


refuse lo read it lo them? 

On Mbnnacho's part, lie was 
going through his own problems. 

He hud received Ihe telegram 
with worry, suspicion and mis- 
givings. To him a telegram was 
identified with bod news. Per- 
haps his was announcing spine 
death, accident or any other ca- 
lamity involving his family, rein-, 
live or close family friends or 
neighbours. 

"No. 1 don't want it and um 
not goinl to rend it,” lie told him- 
self. 

Oil the morning of tlu* clos- 
ing day. the pupils started leav- 
ing for their homes. But 
Mbanuclio hud no fare to lake 
Him home. He had written u let- 
ter huine reminding his pnrents 
lo send him fare but no reply had 
been received. What wus he go- 
ing to do? 

Hoping against hope, lie 
stalled uvainsoiirchinhiselotlies, 
l»oks and box for nioney llml he 
might have slushed somewhere 
nnd forgotten. Thai is when he 
came across, tin: still sealed and 
unccjid telegram. He had kepi it 
away and as days went by it 
became forgotten material. 

ll did not bother him. Instead 
it annoyed him so much. He took 
it. lore it and then went to Hash §1 
in the toilet. 

AS lie was coming from the 
toileUn pupil who was still in the 
school packing told Mbnnacho 
iliul lie was being called (o the 
headmaster's office. 

In the office he met his father . 
and sun and father greeted cnoii 
other lieoriily nnd lovingly. 

u l have come to take you. 
home as I said ill lire telegram. 
Did you receive it? Mr 
Wnniiinciuc asked his son. 

"Yes," Mbnnncho answered 
but did not add thnt he did not 
road it. least open it. 





